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Martha McMaster Joins the Board
CLC is pleased to welcome Martha McMaster to its
board of trustees. Martha has had a residence in Ghent
with her husband, and fellow CLC trustee Sheldon
Evans, since 1986. Professionally Martha worked in a

variety of early educa-
tion programs helping
design programs for at
risk and developmental-
ly delayed children
before obtaining her
Masters of Social Work
from NYU in 1981. For
the next 25 years she
was a psychotherapist 
in private practice.

Locally she has served
on the board of the

Columbia Memorial Hospital Foundation and the
Olana Partnership. On these boards Martha provided
valuable leadership in outreach, education, planned
giving and capital campaigns. At CLC, Martha will be
co-chairing our 25th anniversary planning committee,
preparing for a year of celebrations starting in 2011.

Fond Farewell
Martha joins the board as two valued trustees move on
to other endeavors. CLC bids a fond farewell to Brenda
Adams and Max Dannis. Brenda joined the board in
2004 and served as Vice Chair and Secretary. A resident
of Canaan, Brenda worked hard to involve the commu-
nity in the work of the conservancy, bringing people
out to public conservation areas around the county.
Max served on the board since 2005, and headed up
our development efforts for several years, donating not
only his time but also use of his tractor and equipment
helping manage public lands throughout the county.
Brenda and Max both devoted a great deal of time, 
talent and good energy to guiding and sustaining the
evolution of CLC and contributed enormously to the
successes we have been able to achieve. 

We also bid farewell to Joyce Carroll, our Public Lands
Coordinator. After almost eleven years with CLC, 
Joyce has decided to move on. Joyce is a familiar face
in many communities through her work on our 
Public Conservation Areas and with our volunteers. 
She played a key role in opening our High Falls and
Schor Public Conservation Areas and in numerous
improvements that have been implemented at other
sites, and almost single-handedly conceived and 
developed our Access for All program. We wish her 
all the best in her next endeavor.

Board/Staff Transitions
Nathan Davis joins CLC’s Land Protection Efforts
We are pleased to welcome Nathan (Nate) Davis to 
the staff as our newest Land Protection Associate. 

For the last four years Nate has been managing
properties and seasonal staff for a non-profit land con-

servation organization 
in Massachusetts. 
On Martha’s Vineyard,
he took part in forest
restorations, prescribed
burns, shorebird moni-
toring and managed a
fee property that would
see 2,000 plus visitors a
day during the summer. 
He also spent a year 
on the south coast of
Massachusetts managing

farm operations, opening new properties and oversee-
ing restoration and maintenance projects. Nate
received a bachelor’s degree in Geography and
Environmental Studies, from the University of
Colorado, which led him to a career in land protection.

“Growing up in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado, 
I learned to appreciate the beauty of open spaces and
the importance of conservation. As a boy scout and an
amateur naturalist I also learned to become a steward
of the land at an early age,” say Davis.

Nate will be joined by his wife Rosemary, son
Guthrie (age 2) and two Welsh Corgis, all of whom
look forward to exploring the open spaces and trails 
in Columbia County.

Martha McMaster

High Falls Conservation Area, Philmont

Nate Davis and son Guthrie

2009 Annual Report
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Supporting Farms and Farmers

Assisting the Chases of Ancram secure NYS farm land protection funding is one example of how CLC is working 
to support local agriculture.

In 2009 CLC worked with three families who donated conservation easements protecting 300 acres of farmland in Columbia County.

In 2009 CLC began implementing a new strategic plan placing a focus on agriculture and community planning in 
addition to our core programs.

Message From the Chair
For nearly 25 years the Columbia Land Conservancy
has been working to conserve the productive farm-
lands, forested hillsides, and river valleys that make
Columbia County a place for us to call home. 

The report that follows highlights some of the
achievements of 2009, a year in which 
we forged new community partnerships,
opened more land to the pubic, and
found new ways to support the farmers
that play such a central role in the coun-
ty’s economy.

The economic realities  of the world
around us forced us to make difficult 
decisions with regards to our budget, staff
and programs just as we had introduced
an ambitious new five-year strategic plan. 
All of us at CLC were truly touched by
the overwhelming support we received
this year from you, our loyal supporters and partners
in conservation.

Your support enabled us to help three multi-genera-
tion farms complete protection plans, ensuring their

fields and croplands will be available for future gener-
ations. You responded to the call for assistance and
helped us establish three miles of new trails on 160
acres of now publicly accessible land. You and your
children participated in 133 educational programs

that brought you from the snow covered
hills to the banks of the Hudson. And
most telling, 450 of you contributed
above and beyond what you did in prior
years, leveraging a $150,000 challenge
grant, setting the stage for even more
conservation successes in 2010.

As this organization has grown and
matured within the community, its
board and staff have become increasingly
aware of just how interconnected our
supporters are to our work. Our mission
could not be fulfilled without your 

commitment. I hope each of you will share our pride
in knowing that together, we are ensuring that the
rural character of Columbia County will endure for
future generations to enjoy. The landscape we know today in Columbia County

would not exist without the farmers who cleared
the forests over the centuries and continue to work
the fertile lands. At CLC, we see the support of agri-
culture as a central part of our conservation efforts.

We are currently working with the farming com-
munity on several fronts. The most direct approach
is through state-funded purchase of development
rights. In 2009 Barry and Rosey Chase fulfilled their
conservation vision protecting 113 acres of their
farm in the Town of Ancram.

“We invested so much of our lives making this land
as productive as possible; it will mean a great deal to
know that these fields will still be farmed fifty years
from now,” stated Barry Chase.

We also initiated a program to help put more of
the County’s land in agricultural production, match-
ing farmers and landowners through an on-line 
database (see pg 3) and worked with the Town of
Chatham to complete the first municipal farmland
protection plan in the County.

Conserving Family Lands
Three families from three towns completed land conser-
vation projects with CLC in 2009 protecting nearly 300
acres of family land: The Langdons of Copake (see pg 3),
the Chases of Ancram (see pg 4) and the Anderson’s of
Kinderhook.

“When I took on ownership of this place, I also
assumed responsibility for maintaining the legacy of

sound property management and stewardship estab-
lished by my parents,” stated Anderson. Echoing senti-
ments expressed by all families who work with CLC to
achieve their long-term conservation goals, Anderson
went on to say, “By donating this conservation easement
to CLC, I take comfort in knowing that someone will 
be looking out for the property long after I am gone.”

Michael Polemis



Providing Access to the Land
For all of Columbia County’s undeveloped land, there
are still relatively few places for people to take a walk in
the woods, throw rocks in a stream, or snowshoe on a
trail. So we are particularly pleased to note that we were
able to open two new Public Conservation Areas in
2009, creating 160-acres of newly accessible public land.

In Ancram, Round Ball Mountain provides the only
publicly accessible land on the ridge west of Route 22.
The property was purchased with an Environmental
Protection Fund grant from the New York State Office
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, a bar-
gain sale by the Kitchen Family, and local donations.

In Ghent, the Siegel-Kline Kill Conservation Area
provides the opportunity for CLC to combine both the
opportunity for access to a trout stream, a walking trail
in close proximity to a hamlet, and the protection of
working farmland, all in one property. Former 
owners Bob and Susan Siegel shared CLC’s vision for
the land becoming a community asset.

“Bob and I had several conversations with CLC’s
staff about this property,” recalled Susan Siegel. 
“The one idea that really resonated with us, was 
making it available to the public.”

Inspiring Learning 
Outside of the Classroom
Making the case for conservation is a whole lot easier
when you bring people out to the land where they 
can experience the natural world first-hand. Last year, 
133 education programs attended by 2,166 participants
were offered to schools, scouting troops, Head Start,
adult care facilities and the general public. Highlights
for 2009 include continued CLC sponsorship of local
school fieldtrips to public conservation areas for 
programs ranging from snowshoeing/animal tracking
to spring wildflower identification walks. The citizen 
scientist program on Monarch Butterflies resulted in 
a tagged butterfly from the Schor Conservation Area
being recovered in Mexico, helping to further the 
scientific research on Monarch butterfly biology, 
migration, and conservation.

We also added Wednesday Wanderings, guided
tours of our public conservation areas, offering people
a chance to explore the trails at our public conserva-
tion area in the company of others.
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Mapping Shared Resources

Building Community

Members of the Kitchen family helped dedicate Round Ball
Mountain Conservation Area in Ancram.

Bob Siegel open’s CLC’s 9th Public Conservation Area.

Outdoor education programs create a conservation ethic.

CLC’s expanded outreach efforts included the Slow Money Institute, which examined sustainable economies and local agriculture.

Conservation in a place like Columbia County, rich in
natural and cultural history, necessitates community
involvement. In 2009, we rolled out several new pro-
grams and events designed to strengthen the connec-
tions between people and the land. In June cyclists
toured northern Columbia County and stopped at 
two farms; in September dancers paired up for a barn
dance; and in October runners ran a 5k trail run at 

the Greenport Conservation Area.
CLC staff and volunteers had a presence at commu-

nity days in towns around the county and at events
organized by County Bounty, Olana, and Hawthorne
Valley, to name just a few. We were proud to lend a
hand with sponsorships ranging from the Chamber 
of Commerce Agricultural Tour to the Chatham girls
softball league. 

A recently completed study of the county’s natural
resources will provide CLC with a new tool to assess
conservation projects and help communities under-
stand the resources in their town in context with the
county as a whole. This is the first time that all of the
available data for the entire county has been assembled
in a geographic information system (GIS). The result 
is a series of maps and overlays showing important 
agricultural soils, large blocks of forest land, wetlands
and streams, designated scenic areas and historic sites,
high peaks, and mapped rare species data.

“With the information we gathered,we will be better

able to focus our work to achieve the greatest conserva-
tion impact, and we will also be able to assist com-
munities to identify and achieve their conservation 
initiatives,” stated CLC’s Director of Conservation
Programs, Tony Colyer-Pendas.

The work was funded with grants from the Land
Trust Alliance and State Department of Environmental
Conservation’s New York State Conservation
Partnership Program and from the Ellsworth Kelly
Foundation, and was produced with assistance from
Mayes-Wilson, a nationally known conservation con-
sulting firm.
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CLC began 2009 with a smaller staff and a leaner 
budget and faced the year with some trepidation given
the state of the economy across the country. However,
thanks to a matching challenge grant funded by the
Pershing Square Foundation and the generosity of both
long-term and new supporters, CLC’s financial condi-
tion improved during 2009. CLC’s donor support
increased by 7.5% - a reflection of continuing strong
commitment to protect the important landscapes of
Columbia County. CLC ended 2009 with a modest
operating surplus of $115,665. This year’s surplus places
CLC on firmer financial ground as we head into 2010.

Throughout the year, CLC continued to keep opera-
tions as lean and efficient as possible without impacting
the quality of our programs and services. This year’s 
programmatic highlights include closing on three con-
servation easements, including two on working farms,
opening two new PCA sites, providing 133 education
programs attended by 2,166 participants, increased 
outreach efforts in the agricultural community as well
continued efforts in to assist local communities with
land planning and land use issues. CLC’s endowment
funds recovered somewhat during  2008; unrealized
gains for the year ended 12/31/2009 totaled $598,150.
CLC’s total unrestricted revenue (exclusive of our
endowment fund appreciation) was $1,622,155. Most 
of our revenue (84%) came from contributions from 
private individuals, foundations, and government
grants. Total unrestricted expenses were $1,506,490. 
Of that total, direct program expenses were $1,220,257
and accounted for 81% of our overall expenses.

CLC’s assets total $9,021,844, the majority of which
is held in restricted investments or public conservation
area land. Our current liabilities of $783,874 remain low
relative to the volume of overall financial activity. 

Our financial records have been audited by Downey,
Sweeney, Fitzgerald & Company, Certified Public
Accountants, PC. CLC continues to receive an unquali-
fied, independent audit decision. A copy of our full
financial statements is available upon request, and on
our website at clctrust.org.

Many thanks for your continued support,

Sheldon Evans, Treasurer

2009 Financial Report
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Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
For the year ended December 31, 2009

Assets
Current Assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 759,957
Investments (fair market value)  . . . . . 3,015,889
Fixed Assets (net of depreciation)  . . . 1,449,774
Land  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,796,224

Total Assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,021,844

Liabilities
Accounts Payable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 18,228 
Accrued Expenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,927
Deferred Revenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,100
Notes Payable  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 725,000
Other  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,619

Total Liabilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 783,874

Net Assets
Beginning Net Assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,433,575
Change in Net Assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . (3804,395

Ending Net Assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $8,237,970

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  . . . . . . . $9,021,844 

**CLC’s change in net assets for fiscal year 2009 is primarily
the result of the appreciation of CLC’s investment portfolio.

The Columbia Land Conservancy, Inc. was incorporated in
1986 under section 402 of the Not-For-Profit Corporation
law of New York and is a tax exempt public charity under
Sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) of the U.S. Internal
Revenue Code. All contributions to the Columbia Land
Conservancy, Inc. are tax deductible to the fullest extent of
the law. A copy of our latest financial report may be
obtained by writing to the New York Department of State,
Office of Charities Registration, Albany, NY 12231 or to
CLC or on CLC’s website at clctrust.org.

804,395**

VISIONARY $25,000 & ABOVE
Roger Alcaly and Helen Bodian
Max Dannis and Linda Gatter
Sheldon Evans and Martha McMaster
Barbara Ettinger and Sven Huseby
Ronald E. Logue and 

Kathleen M. McGillycuddy
Michael and Barbara Polemis

SUSTAINER $10,000 TO $24,999
Anonymous (2)
Steve Clearman
Mimi and David Forer
Robert Green
Deborah E. Lans and Sharon E. Grubin
Gregory Long and Scott Newman
Judy and Marty Scherzer

CONSERVATOR $5,000 TO $9,999
Anonymous (2)
Jan and Lloyd Constantine
The Griffin Family
Harney & Sons Tea Corp.
Meryl Hartzband
Joseph Holtzman and Carl Skoggard
Mark A. and Ellen Levy
Caroline and Guy Merison
MetzWood Harder Insurance
Stephen P. Schaible and Daron S. Builta
Renato and Eleanor Valente

GUARDIAN $1,000 TO $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Kevin and Mary Albert
Colan Anderson
Jeff Bailey and John Lillis
Jeffrey and Cathy Baker
Amy and Bradford Barr
David and Rinne Becker
Matthew and Elissa Bernstein
Peter Brest
Mill Hill Farm, Inc.
Tony and Gail Cashen
Peter Coan and Lauren Mundy Coan
William Cohan
Alice Corbin
Steve and Laura Corsun
Cathy Cramer and Ken Gibbs
Margaret Davidson
David H. de Weese
Christine Dreyfus Novotny
John and Denise Dunne
David and Frances Eberhart
Norma Edsall
Kristin Gamble and Charles Flood
Meyer and Florence Frucher
N. Richard and Monique Gershon
John and Ila Gross
Warren L. Habib and Alexis P. Walker
Jane Hassler
William Hibsher and Richard Orient
MBH Farm
Francesco and Jennifer A. Imbrogno
Debbie and Michael Irwin

James E. Johnson Jr.
Lowell Johnston and Frances Olivieri
Sharon Kaufman
The Kyle Fraser Foundation
Ellen and Kord Lagemann
Eric Lane and Joyce Talmadge
Bob and Marilyn Laurie
Seth and Suzette Masters
David McNeill
Henry and Sue Neale
Prof. Mark Nelkin and Ms. Lenore Malen
Peter and Charlene Paden
Sharon Pearson and Michael Rietbrock
Maureen Killackey and Bruce Pinkernell
Bonnie Podolsky and Doug Rich
The Fund
Seth Rosenberg and Catherine Lebow
Joan R. Snyder
Ruth J. Abram and Herb Teitelbaum
Veillette-Nifosi Foundation, Inc.
Bob and Leah Wilcox
Robert M. Worsfold; Kinderfields
Bill Zifchak and Maggie Evans

BENEFACTOR $500 TO $999
Anonymous (3)
Johanne and Olaf Andersen
Dr. and Mrs. Robert P. Berg
Paul and Lauren Blum
Howard and Melanie Brandston
Mike Brenner and Joanne Klein
Alice and David Caputo
John A. Celentano, Jr. 

and Marian Celentano
Randy M. Correll
Kevin and Jean Decker
Dennis Wedlick Architect
Philip and Betsy Eisenberg
Benjamin P. Feldman and Frances Stern
Gloria and Robert Fox
Adelia Moore and Tom Gerety
Raymond P. and Marie M. Ginther
Glen Family Foundation
Thomas Goldsworthy 

and Stephen Futrell
Marc I. Gross and Susan Ochshorn
Edward Parran and James Guidera
Joseph and Diane Haley
Josephine Lea Iselin
Thomas and Lucille Joergens
Marion S. Kaplan
Gary and Leslie Katz
James and Marcia Kelly
Robert Kettenmann 

and Marilyn Wiles-Kettenmann
Peter and Hela Kindler
Ellen T. Kirch and Kate Bartley
Lavelle & Finn, LLP
Simon J. Leopold and Sarah Winkler
James and Leah Lieber
Mark and Maggie Litteken
Don and Marnie MacLean
Koethi Zan and Stephen Metcalf
Michael Mills

Jeffrey Murdock
Robert and Linda O'Mara
Carsten Otto and DeWayne Powell
Anne and Joseph Pierson
Michael P. Rebic and Jeffrey Harris
Barbara Reisman and Eric Scherzer
Lisa and Jonathan Sack
Bruce Sagan and Bette Cerf Hill
Frederick A. O. Schwarz and Ricky Perera
Skarship Farm
Robert Smits
Wendy Power Spielmann 

and Gary Spielmann
Cathy Grier and Michele Steckler
Diana Steele and Eric Heyer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sukenik
Eileen J. Taylor
The James H. & Margaret 

Tabeling Foundation, Inc.
The Philanthropic Collaborative, Inc.
Bill and Scotti Tomson
Dawn Watson
Maria and Walter B. Whitcher

PROTECTOR $250 TO $499
Anonymous (5)
Steve Acciani, Employee Benefits
Elyse and Joshua Arnow
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Asbornsen
Dan and Marie Bernadett
Mary Gail Biebel
Mr. and Mrs. Sion A. Boney, III
Katherine Sharp Borgen
Alan and Susan Bowers
Margaret Kidder Brown
Colton and Natasha Brown
Kamala Brush and Lucy Baruch
Gale and Judy Bury
Albert and Brenda Butzel
Patricia Malone and Charles Capobianco
Mary Anne Cohen and Michael Scanlon
Owen Davidson and Mark Prezorski
Annebeth and Craig Dillon
Matthew Doering and Daniel Obst
Peter Dufault
John, Patricia and Michael Duffy
Mel Schwarz and Bobbie Edge
John and Kristen Emy
Julie Fenster
FT Architecture & Interiors - Peter Franck 

and Kathleen Triem
Peter Frank
William Furse
Cono and Eileen Fusco
Michael and Anne B. Golden
Joseph Gosler and Sheila Wolper
Leo H. Hageman
Susan and Pavel Hillel
Chuck and Ellen Irose
Barbara and Warren Johnson
Ken and Chris Kehrer
Robert and Luise Kleinberg
David Konigsberg
Nina and Tim Lannan, Old Chatham,NY

Dr. and Mrs. Cavin P. Leeman
William and May Louie
Asbjorn R. Lunde
Marilyn and Arthur Margon
Matt Marricco
Peggy M. Walsh
Susan and Robert Mellman
Deborah Mintz
Jason Mogel
Richard Morrill
Robert Murdock and Dez Ryan
Lesley Oelsner and Lewis Kaplan
Linda and Jack Pelaccio
Judith and Richard Phelan
Richard and Tracie Rosen
Paul and Ann Sagan
Mel and Anita Salberg
Cheryl Fishbein
George and Theresa Schnepf
Alfred Scott
Stephanie Seidel and Terence Bernardo
Singerman and Post
The Steeves and Sklar family
Mr. and Mrs. Corey and Keri Smith
John P. Tavlarios
Glen and Janet Tryson
Carol M. Ublacker
Albert and Claire Verenazi
Mario and Donna Verna
Gregory Vogler and David Highfill
George H. Vollmuth and Janet Langlois
Edward and Vivian Wachsberger
Eileen and Jay Wallace
Alden Y. Warner III
Dennis Wedlick and Curtis DeVito
R. Keaveney and S. Zimmer

CONTRIBUTOR $100-$249
Anonymous (16)
Stuart Abrams and Caroline Downey
Brenda Archer Adams
Jane Alexander and Ron Bayer
Robert and Anne Allen
Douglas and Rosemary Allen
Stewart Alpert
Robert and Patricia Altman
Steven and Susan Anderson
Theodore Ansbacher and Barbara Nash
James and Anita Anziano
Ann and Richard Artschwager
James Asmussen
Linda Atkins
Joe and Meg Atkinson
Margaret C. Ayers
Arthur Baker and Jacqueline Wilder
Ann and Mal Barasch
Daniel Bauman
Mr. and Mrs. John Beauchamp
Jane Beaven
William Beckett
Andrew Beers and Beth Meer
Michael Belknap 

and Martha Burke-Hennessy
Courtney Costello and Ned Benkert

The Board of Trustees and staff of the Columbia Land Conservancy would like to extend our sincerest thanks to everyone
who made contributions to the Conservancy in 2009. Reflected below are contributions received between January 1st,
2009 and December 31st, 2009. Every effort has been made to produce an accurate listing of supporters of the Conservancy.
Please contact Marcia Cary at 518-392-5252 ext. 202 or marcia@clctrust.org to note any changes for the next issue of
Conservancy News. 
CLC is pleased to report that, once again, in 2009 100% of our board members contributed to our operating support.


