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COALITION

Overview of NYFC’s work with FSA



What iIs NYFCP

We are tackling
the barriers young |
farmersface
through:

A Policy change
A Local chapters |
A Business service




Policy Change

A YoungFarmer Leadership (Board,
Staff, Local)

A Grasstopsbuilding relationships
with key decision makers and a
DC office

A Grassroots: mobilizing our
network to takeaction
A In-districts
A DC flyins
A Calls/ emails/ etc.




BIGGEST CHALLENGES FACED BY YOUNG AND

BEGINNING FARMERS, AS IDENTIFIED BY FARMERS*

1. Lack of capital (78%)"
2. Land access (68%)™

3. Health care 47%)”

4. Access to credit (40%)”

5. Business planning and
marketing skills (36%)”

6. Profitable markets (30%)”

7. Education and training (26%)”

* Farmer responses only. Additional farmer response data can be found in the Appendix.
** Percentages indicate number of farmer respondents that rated each program as the most important
(farmers could select more than one choice).
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Business Services

NYFC provides access to support services, best practice
and appropriate technical suppomnncluding:

A Trainings on federal loan

programs (FSA) i
A Trainings on food safety e —
compliance (FSMA) R _N° CeRTIRICATION

A Membership discounts at
20+ agricultural companie

A Guides to organic 4 4
certification, land access,
loans, and more



Why NYFC works with FSA

A Young farmers struggle ,
to access credit!

A FSAoan programs have

ow interest rates

A Provides loans when &
2OKSNI 62y Qug

A Many young farmers ‘

unaware of FSA
programs




Some past wins

Microloans
A Streamlined process with less paperwork
A VERY popular! Over 20,000 microloans have been made
A Introduced with a max of $35K, but raised to $50L

Experience Requirements

A Adapting these requirements, especially for Operating Loans, put these loans
within reach of more young farmers
Farm Storage Facility Loans
A Originally for commodity growers
A Adapted flexible language to address needs of more farmers

A Now covers produce, meat, honey, maple syrup, dairy, and more
A Even covers used equipment

Cooperative Agreement

A Funded workshops
A Funded guidebook



Workshops

Ten workshops around the country with farm tours, farmers with
FSA experience, FSA loan officers, and lots of young farmers
learning how to finance their farm dreams.



