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Tolstoy says that spring is the time of plans and projects, and that is surely 
true this year here at CLC. Over the course of this winter, we’ve been 
preparing to share one of our most ambitious efforts to date - the Columbia 
County Tomorrow campaign. We are aiming to raise $7M that will allow 
us to significantly step up the pace and deepen the impact of our work to 
conserve the qualities that make Columbia County such a special place.  
With commitments already in hand for $6.8M, we are well on our way to 
meeting and, hopefully, exceeding our goal.  

Though our county has been spared many of the development pressures 
experienced in other parts of the Hudson Valley, pressures that ultimately 
degrade conservation qualities and extinguish rural character, there is no 
guarantee that this will continue to be the case.  It is therefore important 
that we accomplish as much as possible as soon as possible if we are to 
ensure a vibrant conservation future for our communities.  

The campaign will make it possible for CLC to augment our current 
approaches to conservation by:
• Providing a fund that will allow us to act quickly to acquire or secure 
important conservation properties as they come on the market;
• Increasing staff capacity to work with community groups, landowners 
and local partners to provide more educational opportunities and support 
for conservation initiatives; and
• Making it possible to manage our Public Conservation Areas to the 
highest standard for habitat and recreation.

We are excited about the promise this campaign holds for the future of 
Columbia County and thrilled with the success we have experienced to 
date. Thanks to several generous supporters, as we enter into the 
homestretch, contributions to the campaign will be matched dollar 
for dollar up to $175,000!  You can learn more on pages three to six of 
this newsletter, or by reaching out to us at 518.392.5252.We hope you’ll 
join in this exciting opportunity to shape the future of Columbia County by 
making a generous donation to the campaign. 
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Columbia County Tomorrow:
Our Heritage, Our Future

We have launched a campaign to raise over $7M to 
broaden and deepen our conservation efforts. Gifts are 
doubled thanks to a $175,000 community match. 

We all know that Columbia County is an extraordinary place. Unlike many other parts of the 
Hudson Valley, our county’s rural character has remained largely intact. Columbia County is 
full of conservation resources: abundant streams, ponds, and wetlands; large, uninterrupted 
blocks of forest; and regionally-significant grasslands and shrublands. It’s also home to a thriving 
agricultural economy, scenic beauty, and a community of people who love the land. Our goal is to 
ensure these special qualities will last long into the future.

The campaign will support three strategic initiatives to protect our region’s heritage 
and shape its future: Farm & Forest Protection, Legacy Lands Stewardship, and 
Community Engagement. These initiatives, taken together, will significantly enhance our 
conservation impact. With 30 years of conservation leadership behind us and a national 
reputation as a professional and innovative community-based land trust, we have the knowledge, 
skills, and credibility in the community to effectively meet the challenges ahead.  The additional 
financial strength provided by the Campaign for Columbia County Tomorrow will allow us to 
take our work to a new level as we strive to secure the future of our natural landscape and its 
ecological, agricultural, and scenic resources. 
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The land in Columbia County is incredibly rich in resources. Protecting it from development is 
essential to protecting our county’s rural character.

The Farm & Forest Protection Initiative will make it possible for CLC to act quickly to 
secure land when it comes on the market. Specifically, we’ll be able to:

• Save threatened properties by purchasing them and holding them temporarily 
while we secure funds to implement long-term conservation strategies;  

• Enhance our ability to pursue grant funding by enabling us to quickly conduct 
assessments and appraisals; and 

• Acquire permanent ownership of valuable conservation land,such as Thompson-Finch 
Farm (see pages 15 and 16).

Farm & Forest Protection: 
Seizing Critical Opportunities

Sample Project:
Securing Future Conservation Areas

Our experience with the Round Ball Mountain property illustrates the 
importance of the Farm & Forest Protection initiative. When the property that is 
now Round Ball Mountain Conservation Area came up for sale, a private loan 
of $300,000 was essential to our ability to acquire it. In order to pay back this 
loan, CLC received a grant from the State of New York, but it took nearly five 
years to be disbursed. Round Ball Mountain is now an integral part of a 1,700-
acre nature preserve (the Overmountain Conservation Area). The Farm & Forest 
Protection initiative will make it possible to complete more transactions like this 
one.
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CLC now owns 4,000 acres of scenic and ecologically valuable land. The Legacy Land 
Stewardship initiative will enable us to permanently care for these properties for both habitat 
management and visitor safety and enjoyment. We will:

• Provide high-quality public land access for outdoor enjoyment, site-based learning, and 
research opportunities; 

• Use the best available science and cutting-edge management techniques on our 
properties, to model different management approaches to aintain, and where possible, 
improve their ecological health; 

• Enhance the visitor experience and conservation education by creating and 
maintaining interpretive signage and other educational and recreational improvements; and 

• Engage the local community’s skills, interests, and talents by developing an active corps 
of volunteers to assist in managing, maintaining, and monitoring the conditions and the 
public use of the properties.

Legacy Land Stewardship: 
Caring for Land in Perpetuity

Sample Project:
Interpreting Special Features

CLC’s Public Conservation Areas are home to a number of special features: rare 
wildflowers, regionally-significant wetlands, and a historic brickyard, to name 
just a few. 

CLC has received grant funds that will make it possible to complete the 
first phase of a comprehensive interpretive signage plan for the Greenport 
Conservation Area, but no funding is currently available for implementing a 
similar plan at our other sites. Sharing just how special these places are with 
Public Conservation Area visitors is one of the many ways this initiative will help 
us engage people with the natural world.
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Nothing we do is more important to ensuring the long-term conservation future than our public 
education and outreach to strengthen a community conservation ethic. It is critically important that we 
increase our efforts to inspire a deep appreciation for the natural world among county residents.

With a successful campaign, we’ll be able to: 

• Create a more robust relationship with County schools and community-based youth 
organizations;  

• Support planning, trail building, and community parks by providing resources to 
municipalities and community groups; and 

• Offer assistance to landowners who want to nurture the ecological health of their properties - see 
page 19 for more details!

Community Engagement: 
Cultivating a Constituency for Conservation

Sample Project:  
Increasing Engagement with Landowners

Many residents love their land and want to care for it well. As part of our effort 
to engage landowners with their properties and conservation practices, CLC 
will launch a brand-new landowner outreach initiative.

This will include workshops on topics like protecting water quality, one-on-one 
assistance for property owners, and promoting conservation activities such as 
planting trees in streamside buffer zones.

Legacy Land Stewardship: 
Caring for Land in Perpetuity
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Family Fun Day
Mark Your Calendar Now for Saturday, May 26!

We hope you’ll join us for our annual celebration of our Public Conservation Areas and all the great 
recreational and educational opportunities they provide. This year’s Family Fun Day celebration 
will be located at Siegel-Kline Kill Conservation Area from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m., and promises to 
be a great time for all!

This year’s Family Fun Day honors the efforts of volunteers to increase pollinator habitat at the 
site, as well as Siegel-Kline Kill’s historic uses for fishing, hunting, and hiking. Siegel-Kline Kill 
features over two miles of trails, a working farm field, and more than 1,800 feet of frontage along 
the Kline Kill, including fishing access. Fishing permits will be available for purchase at the event. 

“We have a lot of great activities planned for this special day,” says Stewardship & Education 
Manager Heidi Bock. “Attendees will have the opportunity to build habitat for our local pollinators, 
take a tour of the recent restoration work completed by volunteers, and practice their archery and 
fishing skills. We’ll also have plenty of delicious food available for purchase, and free ice cream, 
too!”

We hope to see you there! Registration is strongly encouraged, as is a $20/family donation to 
support the work done at this site. 

To learn more, contact Heidi Bock at  heidi.bock@clctrust.org or 518.392.5252, ext. 207.

You won’t “bee-lieve” how much you’ll enjoy

Family Fun Day

May 26 • 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. • Siegel-Kline Kill Conservation Area

activities!   food!   music!• •
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CLC Participates in Global 
Event for Eighth Year

On a chilly February morning, 15 volunteers 
gathered to participate in the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology’s 20th annual Great 
Backyard Bird Count at Ooms Conservation 
Area.

The Great Backyard Bird Count has been 
helping scientists collect bird population and 
migration data for the past 21 years. Long-term 
citizen science projects like this are essential 
for scientific research and help identify trends 
that may be occurring worldwide. This year, a 
total of 6,312 different species were observed 
across the world!

Volunteers spotted 20 different species 
including tufted titmouse, white-throated 
sparrow, and a pair of hairy woodpeckers. 
Eastern bluebirds were also observed checking 
out our nest boxes, which CLC has installed at 
Ooms and several other Conservation Areas. 
These nest boxes provide bluebirds and tree 
swallows a safe nesting location to hatch and 
raise their young.

“CLC manages Ooms particularly for grassland 
bird habitat,” says John Horton. “The Great 
Backyard Bird Count is just one of several 
volunteer efforts to monitor bird populations at 
the site. Over 140 different species have been 
counted here. It’s become a birding destination 
in Columbia County.”

Did you know it’s also the Year of the Bird?  
The Year of the Bird is a nation-wide initiative 
to help bring attention to bird conservation, 
celebrating the 100th year of the Migratory 
Bird Treaty, which  was passed in 1918 and 
established protections for North American 
birds. We will be offering many bird-themed 
program opportunities throughout the year. 
You can also visit allaboutbirds.org to find out 
more about how to care for birds on your land.

Great Backyard Bird Count

You won’t “bee-lieve” how much you’ll enjoy

Family Fun Day

May 26 • 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. • Siegel-Kline Kill Conservation Area

activities!   food!   music!• •
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Overmountain Conservation Area Opening

Earth Day Celebration Takes a Sneak Peek at Site

On Earth Day, April 22, over two dozen visitors joined CLC staff and board for a sneak peek at the 
1,700-acre Overmountain Conservation Area. The site is CLC’s largest Public Conservation Area 
and is located in Ancram. The site is not yet open to the public.

Overmountain Conservation Area is exceptional, including sweeping scenic views of the Taconic 
Range, a large block of forest habitat, acres of regionally rare grassland habitat that supports birds 
like bobolinks and meadowlarks, and sensitive bog and fen habitats.

Attendees were able to choose their own adventure for the day and experience this variety of 
habitats on two different guided hikes, led by professional naturalist and CLC Trustee Will Yandik 
and Public Lands Steward Ian Schillinger-Brokaw. 

The hikes focused on the bird life and 
plants one might typically see in early 
spring. “Overmountain represents a 
really exciting opportunity for CLC,” 
said Executive Director Peter Paden. 
“Because of the sheer size of the site, 
we’re able to consider all sorts of 
possibilities for recreation, research, 
and habitat management.” 

Will Yandik had a great time leading 
a hike: “From unusual forested 
wetlands to upland meadows, a 
wealth of natural history awaits the 
public to explore and enjoy.”

To view photos from the event, visit 
CLC’s blog at clctrust.org.



Conservancy New Spring/Summer 2018 10

What’s Next for this Site?

We wouldn’t blame you if your interest has been piqued and you were ready to head to the site 
right now!  However, Overmountain Conservation Area isn’t quite ready for visitors. 

CLC is currently engaged in a thoughtful planning process to consider how best to make the most of 
this site. “We’re considering a number of strategic questions,” says Beth Mills, Director of Conservation 
Programs. “We’re working with community partners, farmers, and local organizations to consider how 
the site can incorporate a variety of uses, like agriculture, mountain biking, and hunting, in addition 
to being a recreational resource that will attract people from all over the region.”

To learn more about the site, please contact Beth Mills at beth.mills@clctrust.org or Tom Crowell, 
Special Projects Manager, at tom.crowell@clctrust.org. 

Mark Your Calendar for our Grand Opening Celebration!

Friday, September 21 
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Overmountain Conservation Area
Ancram

Rain or Shine
Register at clctrust.org
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New FARM Program for Farmers & Landowners
Results of Program Assessment Put Into Action

CLC created a Farmer Landowner Match Program in 2008 to address land access challenges 
that affect farmers in our region. Since that time, the program has grown from being managed 
on a small informal spreadsheet into a multi-faceted program operated in collaboration with the 
Dutchess Land Conservancy and the Hudson Valley Farmlink Network.

As our Farmer-Landowner Match Program matured and CLC became a leader in the field of 
farmland protection and farmer land access, we have sought to deepen the efficiency and impact 
of our work.  We are nearing completion of an in-depth data-driven analysis of our efforts over 
the last decade.  The analysis included a survey and interviews with past and current program 
participants and a national review of existing land link programs.

According to CLC’s Conservation & Agricultural Projects Associate Terence Duvall, who conducted 
the work, “Our goal was to facilitate more, high quality leases between farmers and landowners, 
and to be able to offer advice and best practices to other organizations considering starting up a 
similar program.”

Based on feedback from farmers and landowners, we plan to:
• Increase our capacity to offer one-on-one consultations to ensure our participants get assistance 

that is personalized to their experience and land goals; 
• Find ways to better support farm transitions for beginning farmers looking to purchase land; 

and
• Redesign our website to make it easier for participants to find land matches and lease guidance.

Looking ahead, we will be re-organizing all of our farmland access and farmland protection 
programs, services and resources into a single, comprehensive Farmland Access, Resources, and 
Matching (FARM) Program.  We hope program participants will be able to utilize the wide variety 
of farmland access and tenure options available to them over time, as their businesses evolve.  

Over the next year, our program will begin to look different as we update our website, our online 
resources library, and our database, but one thing won’t change - the program’s personal touch. “We 
found that the one-on-one time we spend with program participants, getting to know their needs, 
helps us facilitate successful matches.  So that will definitely remain a priority!” says Terence.

This project was 
funded by grants 

from the Woodcock 
Foundation and several 

generous private 
donors. Dutchess Land 

Conservancy has been a 
partner in the Farmer-

Landowner Match 
Program since 2008.
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Property to be donated to Flying Deer Nature Center

Thanks to a collaborative effort between CLC and Flying Deer Nature Center, and the generosity 
of Jeanne and David Laskin, 159 acres will now be protected in perpetuity by a conservation 
easement.  Jeanne and David Laskin donated a conservation easement on their beloved property 
in December, and the land itself will be donated to Flying Deer Nature Center to become the 
headquarters for the organization. 

The Laskin property, located in Chatham, includes a number of special conservation resources. 
The property is characterized by heavily wooded steep slopes on the west and northeast, and more 
gently sloping wooded areas on the east. The central part of the property has an open meadow 
bisected by a stream supporting significant wetlands. 

In addition to being a great natural resource, the property will be a boon to the community, as 
well.  Flying Deer Nature Center is a wilderness school and community dedicated to mentoring 
children, adults, and families in deep connection to nature, self, and others, guiding people of all 
ages in school and homeschool programs, summer camps, corporate curriculums, rites-of-passage 
experiences, and adult programs. Program topics include tracking, foraging, making fires, and 
identifying birds. CLC and Flying Deer worked together to design a conservation easement that 
will protect the property’s important natural resources, and allow for its future use as a place 
where children and adults can learn, explore, and develop a lifelong relationship with the natural 
world.

“CLC was pleased to be able to partner with Flying Deer Nature Center on this project, and we are 
extremely grateful to the Laskin family for their generosity” says Marissa Codey, Deputy Director 
of Conservation Programs.

If you’re interested in learning more about how to conserve your land, contact Lee Alexander, 
Conservation Projects Manager, at lee.alexander@clctrust.org or 518.392.5252, ext. 215.

Property Protected with Conservation Easement



Upcoming Educational Events

Full Moon Walks
Join us for a special night-time look at our Public Conservation Areas and the  
opportunity to learn about what’s going on in nature during this time of year.

April 28    Pink Moon at Hand Hollow
    7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
August 24    Sturgeon Moon at Greenport
    7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
September 22    Harvest Moon and Hawks at
      Overmountain
    6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Sip & Stroll Series
Libations and learning at our Public Conservation Areas. CLC staff and  
talented naturalists lead these casual walks from 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. on the dates 
listed below. Refreshments and locally-sourced drinks provided.

May 11    Merlot & Migration Day at Greenport
June 21    Herons & Hefeweizen at Hand Hollow
July 14   Sip & Snap - an Instagram Meetup - at Ooms
August 16   Orioles in the Orchard at Sloop Brewing

Be sure to register for all events at clctrust.org so that we can be 
in touch in case of a cancellation or schedule change. 
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Volunteer Opportunities
Citizen Science 
iMapinvasives Training
Saturday, May 12, 9:00am – 12:00pm
CLC Office/ Siegel-Kline Kill Conservation Area
Learn to identify common invasive weeds, then 
put your skills to the test.

Birding 101 & eBird Training
Saturday, June 9, 9:00am – 12:00pm
CLC Office/ Ooms Conservation Area
Learn common birds  and how to contribute 
what you see to national datasets.

Siegel-Kline Kill BioBlitz!
Saturday, June 23, 8:00am – 12:00pm
Siegel-Kline Kill Conservation Area
Help identify as many species of plants and  
animals at Siegel-Kline Kill as possible and  
enter them into the iNaturalist app.

All citizen science activities are listed on CLC’s 
website at clctrust.org. You can also contact 
John Horton at john.horton@clctrust.org to  
participate.

Invasive Species Removal Workdays

Join us for some R&R - removal and restoration, that is! We’ll be hosting 
a number of volunteer days at Siegel-Kline Kill Conservation Area this 
spring and summer to help rehabilitate the meadow and turn it into 
great habitat for pollinators. 

If you’d rather help out on the water, load up on sunscreen and get your 
kayak out of the garage - we’ll be coordinating removal of invasive water 
chestnut at the Alan Devoe Bird Club starting in June. To join our email 
list for either of these activities, email John Horton at  
john.horton@clctrust.org.
Conservancy New Spring/Summer 2018 14
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Overmountain Conservation Area Opening

More than 300 Community Members Join Together 
to Save Thompson-Finch Farm

It’s a sad, but common story in the Hudson Valley. A farm has been in a family for multiple 
generations, but when the current generation passes away, it has to be sold to resolve the estate 
obligations to multiple siblings.

CLC and our partners Equity Trust and Scenic Hudson are pleased to announce that this story 
won’t be repeating itself at Thompson-Finch Farm. Thanks to donations from over 300 people, 
and grants from The 1772 Foundation, the A. Woodner Fund, the Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation, and others, the farm will be permanently protected with a 
conservation easement.

We’re Buying the Farm!

The Thompson-Finch Farm is one of the oldest and largest 
organic fruit and vegetable operations in the northeast, 
producing strawberries, blueberries, apples and a variety of 
vegetables. Some 9,000 people of all ages and backgrounds 
travel to the farm each year from multiple states, not only 
to enjoy its exceptional organic fruit, but also to partake in 
what has for many become a long-standing family tradition 
that includes enjoyment of the land’s profound beauty and 
peacefulness.

“We’re honestly quite overwhelmed by the outpouring 
of community support we’ve seen around protecting this 
farm,” says Marissa Codey, Deputy Director of Conservation 
Programs. “We’ve always known the farm was a really 
special place, but hearing stories of people starting their own 
fundraising efforts around everything from selling postcards 
to strawberry lemonade to hosting house parties was 
incredibly inspiring. When we first decided to try to raise the 
$1.5M to buy the farm, we didn’t know if we’d be able to do it, 
but the community loves this place, and with good reason.”
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What’s Next for the Farm?

CLC will own the land and enter into a long-term ground lease with Don and Marnie MacLean, who 
have farmed the land for over 35 years. This will ensure that the existing business can continue. The 
MacLeans will own and maintain the farm buildings, and will continue to make improvements to 
the farm (for example, putting up fencing or installing new irrigation), with the right to recoup that 
investment when they transfer the property to the next farmers. 

Thompson-Finch Farm will also be protected with a conservation easement. The ground lease requires 
that the farmers continue to farm the property, and that, when they are ready to retire, they transfer 
to another farmer. 

In addition to being an excellent place to find organic 
strawberries, the farm demonstrates how to balance productivity 
with environmental stewardship. The management techniques 
utilized on the farm have protected the Roeliff-Jansen Kill, 
wetlands, and other important habitats from harm. CLC plans 
to continue this tradition of using the farm as a demonstration 
site and place for learning.

CLC will open and maintain a small hiking trail providing 
access to the Roeliff Jansen Kill, and offer occasional educational 
workshops and other opportunities for community engagement.

“This has been a great project,” says Peter Paden, Executive 
Director, “Thompson-Finch Farm has been a highly regarded 
and beloved farm of our community for many, many years. 
Don & Marnie have successfully balanced agriculture with the 
protection of important and fragile natural ecosystems. Thanks 
to community support, we will be able to continue to enjoy the 
farm and all that it has to offer for many generations to come.” 



County Natural Resources Inventory

Full Document To Be 
Released This Year

CLC, the Columbia County Environmental 
Management Council, and Hudsonia extend 
a thank you to the many people who reviewed 
and provided comments on the draft Columbia 
County Natural Resources Inventory. This 
project got underway in earnest in 2017, guided 
by a committee of  volunteers. 

In October, the Agriculture and Farmland 
Protection Board provided comments on draft 
chapters related to farmland in the county. 
One month later at a November meeting, 
40 people who serve or are employed in 
local government attended an forum where 
they had the opportunity to review the draft 
inventory and provide input. At this session, 
we heard that municipalities are using natural 
resource information in numerous ways, and 
the Inventory provides information that can be 
used by town boards, planning boards, zoning 
boards, CACs, and others. 

This project will produce the Inventory 
document, accompanies by a series of  maps, to 
be made available in print and online. This is far 
from the last you will hear about this project. 
News of  the release date will be coming this 
year, and a series of  events are in the works.

This project has been funded in part by a 
grant from the New York State Environmental 
Protection Fund, through the Hudson River 
Estuary Program of  the New York State 
Department of  Environmental Conservation.

To find out more about the NRI, visit the 
EMC’s website at goo.gl/cNTXjW or contact 
Christine Vanderlan at 518.392.5252, ext. 208 or  
christine.vanderlan@clctrust.org.
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Thanks, Partners!

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Columbia County  
 Environmental Management Council
Hawthorne Valley  
 Farmscape Ecology Program
Hudsonia, Inc.
Hudson River Estuary Program



Design Process Well Underway

The past six months have brought significant progress on CLC’s 11-year long 
effort to convert the closed landfill at Hudson’s North Bay into a conservation 
and public recreation area. Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects and Planners, 
LLC, a professional design firm, has been retained to study the landfill and design 
a trail connecting the City of  Hudson with CLC’s Greenport Conservation Area 
immediately to the north. CLC serves on the advisory committee for this project, 
along with the City of  Hudson, the Columbia County Planning Department, and 
the Columbia County Solid Waste Department.

At a public meeting in November, the planners presented preliminary concept 
designs and solicited feedback from the community, and that input is being used 
to shape the final design. The design proposal has been submitted to the New 
York State Department of  Environmental Conservation, which will review it to 
ensure the landfill cap will be well-maintained, and that the public access is safe. 
This work, when completed, will lead to a “shovel-ready” project, for which we 
can begin the search for funds to make it a reality.    

The intelligent and exciting design includes an ADA-accessible trail to a wetland 
overlook, a trail traversing the capped landfill to a seating area with stone benches 
at a scenic overlook, and a trail connection to the Greenport Conservation Area. 
The work is being funded by a grant from NYS Parks managed by Columbia 
County.

Contact Christine Vanderlan, Community Projects Manager, with questions at 
christine.vanderlan@clctrust.org or 518.392.5252, ext. 208.
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North Bay Project
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Announcing the LANDS Program

Support Available for Conservation-Minded Property Owners

During the course of CLC’s Strategic Conservation Planning effort in 2016 and 2017, one of the 
strategies identified for increasing conservation efforts in Columbia County was working more 
with individual landowners to help steward their properties.

While not every property in the county is suitable for a conservation easement due to size, 
conservation value, or landowner preference, we want to be able to provide advice to everyone on 
how to manage their land, whether it is protected with a conservation easement or not.

Heidi Bock, our longtime Conservation Easement Stewardship Manager, has recently accepted 
a new position at the helm of our LANDS - Landowner Assistance for Dedicated Stewardship 
- project as CLC’s first-ever Stewardship & Education Manager. In her new role, Heidi will be 

able to provide more support to landowners 
with questions on how to manage their 
properties, lead educational events at Public 
Conservation Areas that demonstrate best 
management practices, and work to develop 
trainings and workshops for landowners. In 
addition, she’ll be developing educational 
programs for young people and community 
groups, so if you’re interested, please get in 
touch!

“I’m really excited about my new role,” says 
Heidi. “Outdoor education and connecting 
people with the land has the potential to 
really impact our beautiful little corner of the 
world.”

To get in touch, email Heidi at  
heidi.bock@clctrust.org or call 518.392.5252, 
ext. 207.
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We hope you’ll enjoy this new feature, designed to answer your most pressing 
land management questions! Got an issue you’d like to see addressed? Write 
to Heidi at heidi.bock@clctrust.org!

Dear Heidi,
I feel conflicted about what to do with my yard. I’ve seen reports 
that I should be planting milkweed for monarch butterflies 
because their habitat is declining, but I love watching the birds, 
too. I’ve only got so much space and energy, what should I do?  

- The Birds & The Bees

Well, Birds and Bees, I understand your conundrum! There’s a lot of information out there about 
how important even small patches of habitat are for monarchs, birds, bats, butterflies... It can 
certainly get confusing. The good news is that even in a relatively small space, and with a relatively 
low investment, you can help out a variety of different wildlife.

You mentioned milkweed in your letter, and I think that’s a great start. Monarch butterflies are 
very picky and only eat milkweed, so be sure to include that in your garden plan. Several species 
of birds (like wrens, vireos, and cedar waxwings) are big fans of milkweed, as well! Also consider 
other pollinators like bees and insects. The Xerces Society, a group that’s dedicated to invertebrate 
conservation, has some great resources on their website (xerces.org) that will help you pick out 
what to plant. 

As far as your bird friends go, I can offer you some other tips. The Audubon Society has a great 
database on their website that will help you pick out what to plant. Just visit audubon.org/native-
plants and enter your zipcode. You can even adjust your results based on what specific kinds of 
birds you’d like to attract, and if you’re interested in grasses, trees, shrubs, vines, or flowers. It’s a 
really great tool, and what a wonderful way to celebrate the Year of the Bird! 

I’d also be remiss if I didn’t mention that what you don’t plant is just as important as what you 
do. Many garden centers sell invasive species like English ivy, butterfly bush, and loosestrife. 
Patronize a nursery that only sells native plants, or be sure to look up what you’re purchasing 
before you buy it. 

Heidi’s Helpful Habitat Hints

Choke Cherry Black-eyed SusanRed 
Columbine

Images via Audubon.org



Dedication Ceremony 
Planned for Piers  
Forestier-Walker
CLC’s first-ever Public Lands Manager, Piers 
Forestier-Walker, passed away in 2017  following an 
extended illness. Since his passing, his coworkers, 
friends, and volunteers have been working to create a 
fitting memorial. 

In late August of 2017, nearly two dozen volunteers 
worked together to prepare a viewpoint at a site at 
Ooms Conservation Area that Piers had selected 
himself.  

Since that time, the Public Conservation Area staff, 
under the guidance of volunteer and master stonecutter 
Tim Smith, have been hard at work constructing a 
custom stone bench to place at the site. 

The bench features the insignia of a tree of life and 
the phrase “Cymru Ain Byth,” or “Long Live Wales,” 
in homage to Piers’ Welsh heritage, of which he was particularly proud. We hope you’ll join us for 
the installation of the bench and a dedication ceremony in late May. The date and time will be 
announced on CLC’s website, clctrust.org.
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Saying Goodbye to Elisabeth Grace
CLC staff and Trustees were saddened to hear of the passing of Elisabeth Grace, 
a longtime volunteer from Old Chatham.  Elisabeth served as supervisor of the 
family counseling program at Family and Children’s Service of Albany from 1979 
to 1989, and later worked for Parsons Child and Family Center in Albany from 
1994 to 1999. Concurrently and since that time she was affiliated with several 
private practices in the Albany area, where she worked as a clinical therapist. 

As a volunteer, Elizabeth participated in several birding events. She trained her 
Cardigan Welsh Corgi, Cole, as a therapy dog, and enjoyed hiking with him at 
CLC sites. 

We extend our condolences to her family and friends, and re grateful for her 
membership in CLC’s planned giving society.
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Welcome, New Staff & Logo!

It’s easy and fun to support CLC when you visit our store at 49 Main 
Street! Our shelves have been newly re-stocked with toys, games, books, 
and more for the outdoor enthusiast in your life. 

This spring, stop in and pick up everything you need to hit the trails, 
from orange safety vests to tick spray to hiking guides. We’ve also got 
a full set of trail maps to all of CLC’s Public Conservation Areas, and 
friendly staff ready to answer any questions you may have. All  
purchases made at the CLC Store help to further our land trust’s  
mission of keeping Columbia County rural. We love just saying hello 
to our friends and supporters, so next time you’re in the neighborhood, 
stop in and introduce yourself! 

CLC’s store is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
and you can shop online at clctrust.org.

Kristin joined the CLC 
team in April 2018 as 
our new Operations and 
Development Associate, and 
is excited to be a part of 
CLC’s mission.

She especially enjoys 
the rural character and 
abundant agriculture of 
Columbia County. In her 
free time Kristin connects to 
nature through gardening 
and walking her dog Rocco 
at one of his favorite 
conservation areas.

Say hello the next time you 
stop in to the CLC store!

Support CLC, Shop Our Store!

Ian grew up in Columbia 
County exploring the 
numerous natural 
landscapes that fueled his 
passion for the outdoors.  He 
attended Ursinus College 
in Pennsylvania where 
he acquired a degree in 
Environmental Studies 
and has worked as a 
Field Ranger in western 
Oregon.  He is happy to be 
working in and giving back 
to the amazing area and 
community that shaped 
him into who he is today.  
Ian enjoys traveling and is 
hoping to continue exploring 
the world and seeing all the 
beauty that it has to offer.

CLC’s staff and board 
adopted a new logo and 
updated font and color 
palette in December 2017. 

The new logo, designed 
by local illustrator Chuck 
Groenink, represents all 
the things we love about 
Columbia County - rolling 
hills and farm fields, wildlife 
habitat, and great places for 
people to recreate. 

We hope you like it as much 
as we do! You can see the 
new logo prominently on our 
recently re-designed website, 
clctrust.org.

This felted dog is hand-made and 
supports local women artists in 

Guatemala.



Current Members
Anonymous
Robert Funck
Rene Gibson
Judy Grunberg
Robert Herron
Peter Jung
Deirdre Leland
Kitty Osterhoudt
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Jonathan Schor Society

The Jonathan Schor Society is named for a long-time Trustee and dedicated supporter 
who made a substantial bequest, including a gift of land that is now Schor Public 
Conservation Area, to CLC when he passed away in 2004. 

Planned giving is critically important to provide the capacity to achieve our mission 
over time. A portion of planned gifts may be designated towards CLC’s endowment, 
essential for maintaining the lands we own and manage in perpetuity. 

CLC would like to recognize supporters who have chosen to leave a legacy for the future of Columbia 
County through these transformational gifts. If you have already made a provision for CLC in 
your estate plan, please let us know so that we may acknowledge your gift. Members of the 
Schor Society are invited to attend special gatherings for major donors, and - with their permission - 
recognized in CLC publications.

However you choose to give to CLC, we are grateful for your investment in Columbia County’s future.  
Please contact Peter R. Paden, Executive Director, if you’d like to discuss a planned gift to CLC. He 
can be reached at 518.392.5252, ext. 213 or peter.paden@clctrust.org. 

Thank you, Grantors!

The 1772 Foundation
American Farmland Trust
Bank of Greene County
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
Columbia County Tourism
The Educational Foundation of America
The Galvan Foundation
Hudson River Bank & Trust Co. Foundation
Hudson River Estuary Program
Hudson Valley Agricultural  
 Enhancement Program
Hudson Valley Farmlink Network
Hudson River Valley Greenway
Janey Fund Charitable Trust
Jesse B. Cox Charitable Trust

Joan K. Davidson (The J.M. Kaplan Fund)
Land Trust Alliance
Mellam Family Foundation
National Grid
New York State Department of  
 Agriculture and Markets
New York State Department of  
 Environmental Conservation
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and   
          Historic Preservation
Open Space Institute 
Patagonia
Peter and Carmen Lucia Buck Foundation
US Dept. of Agriculture Farm Service Agency
Wellspring Foundation 
Woodcock Foundation

Generous Supporters

Barbara Reisman
Karen Ross
Joan Snyder
Jon Hopkins Trachtman 
Richard Trachtman
Renee Vaughn & Denise Drever
Roberta Waller



Joan K. Davidson (The J.M. Kaplan Fund)
Land Trust Alliance
Mellam Family Foundation
National Grid
New York State Department of  
 Agriculture and Markets
New York State Department of  
 Environmental Conservation
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and   
          Historic Preservation
Open Space Institute 
Patagonia
Peter and Carmen Lucia Buck Foundation
US Dept. of Agriculture Farm Service Agency
Wellspring Foundation 
Woodcock Foundation

Conservancy News Spring/Summer 2018 24

Business Sponsors

We thank our generous business sponsors for their support of our work to keep Columbia 
County rural. When you’re out and about in the County, please let them know you saw 
their ad and appreciate their contribution!  To find out more about how your business can 
support CLC and receive recognition, contact Erica Harris at erica.harris@clctrust.org or 
518.392.5252, ext. 202. 

Listing of sponsors does not constitute an endorsement.

Generous Supporters

Borden’s Pond Fox ($25-99)
Ben Funk, Inc.
Domaney’s Liquors
The Farmer’s Wife
Hillsdale Country Realty

High Falls Salamander ($100-$249)
Chatham Berry Farm
Empire State Appraisal Consultants, Inc.
Farm Credit East
Furniture Plus
Jan Hird Pokorny Associates, Inc.
Little Apple Farms
Love Apple Farm
Oblong Books & Music
Stephen Tilly, Architect
Swiss Hutte

Siegel-Kline Kill Trout ($250-$499)
Concra Appraisal Associates
Flint Law Firm
JSA Financial Group
Lavelle & Finn, LLP
Massey Masonry
Velocity Print Solutions



MAKE
TEATIME  
YOUR TIME
www.harney.com

BUILT 1870     REVIVED 2016

KITCHEN    BAKERY    CAFE

2258 Route 66 Ghent NY 12075, 518 392 7787
WWW.BARTLETTHOUSE.COM

Our Hours
Breakfast & Lunch: Wednesday through Friday 8am - 4pm

Brunch: Saturday & Sunday 8am - 4pm
Dinner: Friday & Saturday 5:30 - 10pm, Sunday 5:30 - 9pm

Athyrium 
Landscape 
Design, LLC.
Design • Installation 
Maintenance

518 392 19 12
athyrium@mac.com
www.athyriumlandscapedesign.com
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Hand Hollow Otter ($1,000-$2,499)

Insuring Our Neighbors. 
Since 1913.  

Home • Auto • Life • Business
Chatham • Kinderhook 

518-392-5161 • metzwood.com

We share your passion.

Hillsdale, NY·  Lakeville, CT 
Millerton, NY· Hudson, NY

Chatham, NY·  Sheffield, MA
Marble & Tile Design Center: Hillsdale,NY  

800.45.1311·  herringtons.com

WINDOWS & DOORS· POWER TOOLS
KITCHENS & BATHS· STONE

BUILDING MATERIALS· QUALITY PAINT
DECK DESIGN· DELIVERY SERVICE

LOCAL • FAMILY-OWNED • SINCE 1989LOCAL • FAMILY-OWNED • SINCE 1989

DOING IT RIGHT. DOING IT GREEN. DOING IT NOW.

518.828.FAST
59 Fairview Ave. 

Hudson, NY 12534
www.pro-printers.com

C AT E R I N G   |   E V E N T S   |   S E R V I C E   |   V E N U E S

304  HUDSON ST,  SU ITE  201 ,  NEW YORK,  NY  10013

greatperformances.com  |  @gpfood

Tivoli
Hudson 
Catskill

Rhinebeck

We’re brought  
together by the  
love of the land  
and a lifestyle.
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Greenport Monarch ($10,000 and up)



Make your donation to our capital campaign today 
by calling 518.392.5252 or visiting clctrust.org/contribute

Donations are matched dollar for dollar!
 
The Columbia Land Conservancy works with the community to conserve the farmland, 
forests, wildlife habitat, and rural character of Columbia County, strengthening 
connections between people and the land.

Columbia County Tomorrow:
Our Heritage, Our Future


