Boston & Albany Rail Trail Study
The focus of the Rail Trail Study is to investigate the possibility of connecting the Empire State
Trail in the City of Hudson to the Harlem Valley Rail Trail, in the eastern part of Columbia
County. The former Boston & Albany corridor is being studied due to its location and the fact that a
significant portion of the old rail bed is in public ownership.
The feasibility study will examine the possibility
of creating a multi-use path accommodating
walking, biking, and possibly equestrian use,
cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing. Weston
& Sampson, a landscape architecture and
engineering firm specializing in the planning
and design of multi-modal transportation
facilities, has been hired to assess the corridor
and determine the feasibility of a multi-use trail
facility.
From west to east, the study is examining the
railroad corridor in the City of Hudson, Town
of Greenport, Town of Claverack, Hamlet of
Claverack, Hamlet of Mellenville, and the
Village of Philmont (see map on reverse). Part
of the rail bed is owned by Columbia County,
purchased on the closure of the railroad in
the 1960s. The study will include a review of
the active railroad within the City of Hudson,
nearby state bicycle routes, rural roads, and
alignment alternatives for users of all ages and
abilities.

What’s a rail trail?
Trails for walking, biking, or other public
use along what were once railroad corridors
are known as “rail trails.” Most of the
railroads that once crisscrossed Columbia
County ceased operations decades ago, and
in some cases the former rail lines may be
redeveloped as trails connecting villages
and hamlets.
For more information, please contact
Christine Vanderlan
Community Projects Manager
Columbia Land Conservancy
christine.vanderlan@clctrust.org
518.392.5252, ext. 208
F. Michael Tucker
President & CEO
Columbia Economic Development Corp.
mike@tuckerstrategies.com
518.828.4718 ext. 101

What’s it take to build a rail trail?
All trails begin with research and planning. If a route is feasible and the community supports it,
trail projects move to the planning and design stage. The general phases are outlined below.

Approximate Timeline, Pending Funding
Feasibility

Planning &
Design
1 - 2 years

Construction
2 - 4 years

Trail Opening!
5+ years

We are here!

Study Area

This study is funded by a grant from the Hudson River Valley Greenway with additional funding provided by the
Columbia Economic Development Corporation (CEDC) and the Columbia Land Conservancy (CLC).

