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2017 annual report

2017 by the numbers
We are very pleased to present our 2017 Annual Report. As you unfold these
pages, you will find brief descriptions of just a few of the projects completed over
the last twelve months. As ever, all of us at CLC are incredibly grateful for your
support, which has made all this work possible.
And thanks to your support of our capital campaign, CLC is poised to fill next
year’s Annual Report with even more stories of conservation achievement. As
of this printing, donors like you have contributed over $9.25M to support more
active management of our Public Conservation Areas, to be able to act quickly
when properties with conservation value come on the market, and to greatly
broaden and deepen our work to nurture a constituency for conservation in the
communities we serve.
We have come so far in the last thirty-two years, and we look forward to going
further together. We hope you’ll continue to support this work in whatever ways
you are able.

Peter R. Paden
Executive Director

Mark Levy
Chair, Board of Trustees
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The Doyles have been farming since 1875, when Patrick Doyle purchased 90
acres in Austerlitz to raise sheep. As the sheep farming business began to
decline, the farm transitioned to a dairy, growing to 700 acres by the mid-1970s.
This past September CLC permanently protected the farm from development.
The Doyle project is just one of nine such projects completed last year.

CLC has coordinated a group of agencies over the course of the last year to create
Columbia County’s first-ever Natural Resources Inventory. The inventory will
describe the region’s wildlife, forests, water resources, and geology, as well as what
we know about and can expect from the changing climate, and will serve as a
substantial reference to municipal officials and county residents.

We partnered once again with the Greenagers, a
nonprofit youth service agency, to provide paid
natural resources work for local teens. In 2017, one
crew was essential in preparing the new Harris
Conservation Area in Austerlitz for its opening.

annual highlights

A team of over three dozen dedicated volunteers at Siegel-Kline Kill Conservation Area removed
twenty-one truckloads of invasive weeds and installed 40 native trees and shrubs. This work will
benefit the birds, bees, and butterflies that call this site home.

We continue to plan for the thoughtful opening of Overmountain Conservation Area, a 1,700-acre
property in Ancram. This spectacularly beautiful land includes wide-ranging views of the
Berkshire-Taconic range. The diverse landscape includes mixed hardwood forests, rocky
outcroppings, seasonal streams, woodland pools, significant wildlife habitat, and some 400 acres of
agricultural land.

CLC coordinated the Berkshire-Taconic Regional Partnership,
a group of over 18 partner land trusts focused on the region.
Partners are engaged in actively pursuing sources of funding to
sustain the partnership, and reaching out to landowners living
in the region to increase conservation in key spots along state
borders.

CLC worked with farmers Don and Marnie MacLean
to raise $1.5M to purchase Thompson-Finch Farm,
a 200-acre organic farm in Ancram that was at risk
of being sold for development but will now remain a
farm forever. We hope to close on the property this
September.

