Natural Resources

Farmland after harvest, Route 66. Trudi Roth © 2018

Farmland Resources
Columbia County is well-endowed with good
agricultural soils, which, together with the proximity to urban markets, helps explain why farming has
been central to the county’s economic and cultural
history, and is still prominent today. Figure 27 shows
the extent of Prime Farmland Soils and Farmland
Soils of Statewide Importance throughout the
county, based on the soils map in the Soil Survey of
Columbia County, New York (Case 1989).
Prime Farmland Soils are those that have the “best
combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and
oilseed crops and [are] also available for these uses.”
Typically they are deep soils on level or nearly-level
land, and are well-drained, fertile (e.g., with high
pH and high base cations), and stable. These soils
have “the soil quality, growing season, and moisture

supply needed to produce economically sustained
high yields of crops when treated and managed
according to acceptable farming methods, including water management” (Soil Survey Division Staff
1993). Farmland Soils of Statewide Importance
are considered to be nearly as productive as Prime
Farmland Soils and produce high yields of crops
when properly managed (NRCS, no date).
Prime farmland may be cultivated land, pasture,
forest, or other land potentially available for growing
crops, but does not include developed or surface
water areas. The maps do not account, however, for
development that has occurred since the soils were
mapped in the 1980s. The soils identified as “prime
farmland if drained” are too wet unless artificially
drained sufficiently to meet the prime farmland
criteria.
Protecting areas of the county with the best farmland
soils will help to preserve the ability to produce high-
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Farm practices that build living soils,
conserve and protect water resources,
and support local ecosystems can
improve habitats for rare and
vulnerable wildlife and native plants,
while maintaining or improving farm
productivity and efficiency.

Grasshopper, New Lebanon. Susan Bues © 2018

quality local food, and support the local economy
in numerous ways. Active farmland is an important
part of the county’s scenic landscapes that attract
visitors and businesses, as well as county residents.
Many farms also attract visitors by having events,
pick-your-own operations, and on-farm stands.
Farm produce sold at farm stands, farmers markets,
and local stores and restaurants supports both
farmers and local businesses.

Prime Farmland Soils
The technical criteria established by Congress
to identify Prime Farmland Soils include:
n

adequate natural moisture content;

n

specific soil temperature range;

n

pH between 4.5 and 8.4 in the rooting zone;

n

low susceptibility to flooding;

n

low risk to wind and water erosion;

n

minimum permeability rates; and

n

low rock fragment content.
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Agriculture creates open habitats—pastures,
hayfields, row cropfields, fallow fields, and
oldfields—that are used in various ways by native
plants and animals. The ecological values of these
habitats can differ widely according to the kinds of
current and past management (e.g., tilling, mowing,
grazing, pesticide applications). Large hayfields or
pastures dominated by grasses, for example, may
support grassland-breeding birds (depending on
the mowing schedule or intensity of grazing), while
intensively cultivated crop fields have comparatively little wildlife habitat value. (Cultivated fields,
however, are certainly used by wild turkey, raccoon,
deer, and mice, and may be important for some
grain-consuming wintering and migrant birds, such
as horned lark, American pipit and snow bunting.)
Fallow fields and abandoned farm fields usually
develop diverse plant communities of grasses,
forbs, and shrubs and support an array of wildlife,
including invertebrates, some frog species, reptiles,
mammals, and birds. Meadows with nutrient-poor
soils often support a higher abundance and diversity of native grasses, other native plants, and some
groups of native insects.
Several species of rare butterflies, such as Aphrodite fritillary,† dusted skipper,† Leonard’s skipper,†
swarthy skipper,† meadow fritillary,† and striped
hairstreak use upland meadows that support their
particular host plants. Upland meadows can be
used for nesting by wood turtle,† spotted turtle,†
box turtle,† painted turtle, and snapping turtle.†
Grassland-breeding birds such as northern harrier,†
upland sandpiper,† grasshopper sparrow,† vesper
sparrow,† savannah sparrow,† eastern meadowlark,†
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Data Sources: Prime farmland soils and soils of statewide importance are classified as such in the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) soil survey.
Soil Survey Staff, NRCS, US Department of Agriculture. Soil Survey Geographic (SSURGO) Database for Columbia County, NY, available from nrcs.usda.gov.
Waterbodies data from the National Hydrography Dataset, US Geological Survey, 2013, available from nhd.usgs.gov. For roads and boundaries data sources see
Figure 1. Map created by Hudsonia Ltd., Annandale, NY.

Figure 27. Best farmland soils of Columbia County, New York. Columbia County Natural Resources
Inventory, 2018.
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Oldfield with Queen Anne’s Lace and birdfoot trefoil. Susan
Bues © 2018

and bobolink† use large meadows for nesting and/
or foraging. Wild turkeys forage on invertebrates
and seeds in upland and wet meadows. Upland
meadows often have large populations of small
mammals (e.g., meadow vole) and can be important hunting grounds for raptors, foxes, and eastern
coyote.
Farm practices that build living soils, conserve and
protect water resources, and support local ecosystems can improve habitats for rare and vulnerable wildlife and native plants, while maintaining
or improving farm productivity and efficiency.
Some of these practices include mowing, tilling,
and grazing schedules, patterns, and techniques
that improve habitat for butterflies, bees, nesting
birds, and nesting turtles. Other practices include
land management for water and soil conservation;
management of field borders to improve pollination, reduce pest problems, and support wildlife;
and reduction in the use of broad-spectrum, persistent pesticides (herbicides, insecticides, algicides,
fungicides).
Maintaining intact habitat areas and building living
soils in cropland areas can reduce agricultural pests
and foster populations of native insects that are
beneficial to agricultural crops, including pollinators and pest predators and parasitoids. Reducing
tillage can improve soil health, reduce the need for
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artificial soil amendments, and reduce soil loss due
to erosion. It also increases carbon storage, and is
thus a climate-friendly practice. (No-till techniques
that rely on herbicides, however, may harm the
soil life and other non-target organisms.) With
the growing interest in agroecology, there is now
considerable literature on agricultural practices
that support local ecosystems and native biological
diversity, and use ecological processes and interactions to boost farmland productivity (e.g., Shepherd
et al. 2003, NRCS 2010, Mader et al. 2011, Hatfield
et al. 2012, Travis 2013, 2014, Xerces Society 2014).
Relatively little agroecology work has been done
in the Hudson Valley, however. The Farmscape
Ecology Program is studying the interaction of local
habitats with biodiversity and with the pests and
beneficial organisms that influence farm production
(see https://www.hvfarmscape.org/agroecology).

Renewable Energy
Resources
Renewable sources for power generation are undergoing a renaissance in New York due to state and
federal subsidies and incentives, and widespread
concern over carbon emissions and other environmental damage associated with mining, refining,
transport, and burning of fossil fuels.

Water Power
Hydropower is the largest renewable energy source
in use today in New York State, but Columbia County
has just three hydropower facilities licensed by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), all
on the Kinderhook Creek — at Valatie, Chittenden
Falls, and Stuyvesant Falls. All three are at formerly
defunct hydropower sites that were recently refurbished. The largest is at Stuyvesant Falls, with an
authorized capacity of 4320 kilowatts (kW). Because
of the large collateral impacts to streams caused by
dams, future hydropower installations are likely to
use other less-disruptive technologies.
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Wind Energy
Wind is a renewable source of energy that can
provide economical electric power in locations
with the right conditions. In 2017 over 1,000 wind
turbines were operating in New York, providing
almost 3% of in-state electricity production (AWEA
2017).
Wind turbines come in all sizes, from small, residential models generating 1-2 kW, to medium-sized
commercial models in the 100-kW range, to large,
utility wind turbines with megawatt (MW) energy
production. “Wind farms” are utility sites with multiple large turbines that connect to the grid via highvoltage transmission lines. “Distributed wind” refers
to single turbines for residential, farm, school, or
community use that offset some or all grid power
usage near the point of end use (a so-called “behind
the meter” connection). Small wind turbines typically have towers 60-100 ft tall, whereas utility-scale
turbines have towers 260 ft or taller.
Large wind farms are best suited to the windiest
locations, such as in large parts of the western
US, or offshore sites in the East. Distributed wind,
however, has potential in many more areas, including Columbia County.
What sites are appropriate for wind power generation? Wind power is proportional to the cube of wind
speed, so a small increase in average annual wind
speed translates into a large increase in power.
Average wind speed also increases greatly with
height above the ground. For a location to be feasible for commercial wind power production with
today’s technology, wind speeds must average at
least 13.4-14.5 mph (6 to 6.5 m/second) (NYSERDA
2014, DWEA 2016) at 262 ft (80 m) above the ground
(or the height of the turbine).
Most of Columbia County is ranked “poor” to
“marginal” for commercial wind power, with small
areas on ridges in the mountainous eastern part
of the county ranked “fair.” The only places ranked
“good” to “excellent” are ridgetops within Taconic
State Park (Figure 28). However, as technologies
improve, even places with lower average wind

speeds may become good candidates for wind
power (Hand et al. 2012; https://maps.nrel.gov).
Distributed wind, however, which uses smaller
turbines, is practical at lower average wind speeds.
An average wind speed of at least 10 mph (4.5 m/s)
is needed for distributed wind with today’s technology. As with other kinds of alternative energy generation, wind power technology could change rapidly;
if the efficiency of small turbines improves, areas
with lower wind speeds could become more viable
for power generation in the future.

Wind speeds in Columbia County are
mostly inadequate for utility-scale wind
power production, but may be suitable
for distributed residential wind energy
on many hills and ridges.
Average wind speed and turbulence at any particular site is affected by topography, aspect, trees, and
other obstacles, and is quite variable monthly and
annually. Maps of modeled average annual wind
speed only predict general areas with adequate
wind speed. To accurately determine if a site has
enough wind, wind data needs to be collected for
at least several months to one year—ideally at the
height and location of a potential turbine—and
then extrapolated for the longer-term using nearby
weather station or airport wind data.
Distributed and community wind projects, sited
appropriately, are probably a low risk to wildlife,
especially compared to the risks to birds, bats, and
the rest of life on earth posed by nonrenewable
energy development. Bird collision deaths caused
by turbines are currently estimated to be 100 to
10,000 times lower than those caused by other
human-related sources, including feral and domestic cats, transmission lines, buildings and windows,
and communication towers. As wind energy development continues, however, continued research
on wildlife impacts and improvements in turbine
design, siting, and operation will be important.
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Data Sources: Wind power
class data from National
Renewable Energy
Laboratory, 2012, available
from maps.nrel.gov/windprospector. Waterbodies
data from the National
Hydrography Dataset, US
Geological Survey (USGS),
2013, available from
nhd.usgs.gov. Basemap
shows topographic relief;
this hillshade layer was
created by the Cornell
Cooperative Extension
Dutchess County GIS lab
from a USGS digital
elevation model. For roads
and municipalities data
sources see Figure 1.
Map created by Hudsonia
Ltd., Annandale, NY.

Figure 28. Modeled average annual wind speed in Columbia County, New York. Wind power classification is
rated for economically viable commercial wind power. Actual wind conditions vary greatly over small areas
and must be analyzed for suitability on-site. Columbia County Natural Resources Inventory, 2018.
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Solar Energy
Columbia County receives an ample amount of solar
radiation year-round to support photovoltaic (PV)
solar electricity generation. It is difficult to accurately
measure the amount of solar radiation reaching the
ground, but estimated values for Columbia County
range from approximately 3-4 kilowatt-hours (kWh)
per m2 per day for direct normal and global horizontal irradiance, and from approximately 4-5 kWh per
m2 per day for latitude tilt irradiance (approximating
a tilted solar panel; https://maps.nrel.gov). These
values take into account estimates of cloud cover,
water vapor, and aerosol optical depth (a measure
of the density of dust and other particulates, air
pollution, and smoke)—all of which reduce the
irradiance reaching earth’s surface via absorption
or scattering.
Columbia County has a fixed tilt (20o) PV capacity factor of 0.12-0.14 (https://maps.nrel.gov); that
is, a system installed at that angle can reasonably
produce 12-14% of a system’s maximum rated power
(annual average). Although this sounds inefficient,
the relatively low manufacturing and maintenance
costs and long life of solar PV panels make them a
competitively-priced energy source. Costs of installing PV systems are predicted to steadily decline in
the coming decades, from approximately $3,900/
kW in 2015 to $2,500/kW in 2030 for a residential
system in upstate NY (NYSERDA 2014).

Today, solar electricity is the most costeffective renewable energy source and
will likely become more affordable in the
near future.
Figure 29 shows the mean daily solar irradiance in
Columbia, calculated using the Area Solar Radiation tool in ArcMap 10 Spatial Analyst. This tool
estimates the global (direct + diffuse, but not including reflected) radiation based on latitude and topography at a scale of 100 ft (30 m).

Some examples of solar PV in Columbia County
include 1) a small solar farm recently installed in
Craryville (Copake), where the nearby Taconic Hills
School benefits from the electricity generated; and
2) the first community solar installation in the county
in Clermont (2017), with 630 panels on a one-acre
parcel, enough to power up to 40 households.
There, individual stakeholders purchase shares—in
this case, solar panels—of the installation, and each
owner receives a credit on their electricity bill via a
net metering arrangement, based on the number of
shares owned. Much larger utility-scale solar installations, covering dozens to hundreds of acres, are
becoming more common in the Northeast, and may
soon come to Columbia County.

According to the EPA, several closed
landfills in Columbia County are
suitable for solar farms. Use of brownfields such as these is one way to site
solar electricity generation without
compromising biodiversity and other
natural resources.
Criticisms of solar farm projects include conversion
of high quality farmland; impacts on scenic resources,
rural character, or wildlife; and safety concerns
(https ://www.columbiapaper.com/2017/02/
towns-want-say-solar-powers-bright-future/).
Taking advantage of road verges, brownfields, and
other disturbed and unused spaces will avoid or
minimize some of those potential conflicts. A recent
study by the US Environmental Protection Agency
found that five closed Columbia County landfills
would be suitable for solar power generation, and
recommended that municipal governments explore
this option with electric utilities (https://www.
columbiapaper.com/2017/08/smell-solar-power/).
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Solar Irradiance
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Data Sources: Hudsonia
created the solar
irradiance raster with the
Area Solar Radiation tool,
Spatial Analyst
Extension, in ArcMap 10,
set to run for one year at
monthly intervals. This
tool estimates the global
(direct + diffuse, but not
including reflected)
radiation based on
latitude and topography
at a scale of 30 m. We set
the diffuse proportion to
0.2; all other inputs were
left at default levels. The
resulting raster values
were adjusted upward to
approximate National
Renewable Energy
Laboratory mean Direct
Normal Irradiance for the
county, and transformed
from Wh/m2/year to
mean kWh/m2/day.
Waterbodies data from
the National
Hydrography Dataset, US
Geological Survey, 2013,
available from
nhd.usgs.gov. For roads
and boundaries data
sources see Figure 1.
Map created by Hudsonia
Ltd., Annandale, NY.

Figure 29. Mean daily solar irradiance (kilowatt-hours per square meter per day) in Columbia County, New
York. Columbia County Natural Resources Inventory, 2018.
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Scenic Resources
The scenic beauty of Columbia County is the natural
resource that is perhaps most appreciated in our
daily lives. The Taconic Hills, the Hudson River, the
open pastures, hayfields, and historic farmsteads,
the deep ravines, the rocky headwater streams
and meandering lowland streams, the oldfields of
goldenrods and asters in late summer, the brilliant
colors of forested hills and muted purples of shrublands in the fall, the quiet vastness of ice-covered
lakes and the Hudson River in winter—the beauty of
these landscapes is inescapable, and is inseparable
from the enduring features, habitats, surface water,
and farmland that are the other subjects of this NRI.
Now that most people’s livelihoods are no longer
directly dependent on farming, hunting, fishing,
mining, and other natural resource-based occupations, the scenic qualities of the area provide the
most immediate connection to the land that is
shared by the people of Columbia County. Public
places with scenic views provide universal access
to the beauty of the landscape, even for the
non-wealthy and the non-landowners. The county’s
scenery also attracts visitors, and tourism supports
a significant part of the county’s economy, adding
$98 million and supporting 8% of the employment
in 2009 (https://www.columbiaedc.com).
The scenic qualities of the landscape are ranked
high—usually highest—among the concerns of
Columbia County residents documented in surveys
associated with municipal Comprehensive Plans.
Some local ordinances include setback and vegetation screening requirements for new development,
and other design standards or guidelines to help
preserve some aspects of local scenic quality.
Several towns have designated “ridgeline” or “scenic
corridor” or similar districts with some protections
for areas visible from public locations. But for the
array of other areas of exceptional beauty and
importance to the public, most municipalities have
no formal and consistent procedures or guidelines
for considering the impacts or protecting the scenic
values of those places from new land development.

High Falls in summer. Claudia Knab-Vispo © 2018

Scenic resources are important to
Columbia County residents and
businesses, but are not well-documented
or well-protected in most parts of the
county.
Figure 30 shows areas with formal designations
for their scenic importance, and some of the other
especially scenic places around the county that are
publicly-accessible. The map includes some exceptional viewpoints on state parks and state forests,
and three Scenic Areas of Statewide Significance
(SASS) identified by the NYS Department of State
that are partially or entirely in Columbia County: the
Columbia-Greene North SASS, the Catskill-Olana
SASS, and the Estates District SASS. Each encompasses “unique, highly scenic landscapes which
are accessible to the public and recognized for their
scenic quality.”
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Columbia County has one NYS Scenic Byway—
the Taconic State Parkway, which runs the length
of the county south-to-north—and one Scenic
Road—the Rip Van Winkle Bridge which crosses
the Hudson River between Greenport and Catskill.
Scenic Byways are transportation corridors recognized by the NYS Department of Transportation for
exceptional scenic, recreational, natural, or cultural
features. Scenic Roads are designated in Article
49 of the NYS Environmental Conservation Law.
The comprehensive plans of the towns of Ancram,
Clermont, and Germantown have also designated
certain road segments as scenic routes within
those towns. The towns of Chatham and Kinderhook have designated segments of Kinderhook
Creek as a Scenic Waterway, and Taghkanic has
done the same for the Roeliff Jansen Kill (Figure 30).
The Scenic Resources map also shows the overlay
zones adopted by the towns of Ancram and Copake
for the scenic corridor along NYS Route 22, to help
protect views from public roads in that area, and the
ridgeline overlay zones adopted by Ancram, Gallatin, and Hillsdale to help protect the scenic values of
ridgelines and (for Ancram and Gallatin) the ecologic values of high-elevation and steeply sloped areas.
In 2015 the Columbia Land Conservancy and the
Hawthorne Valley Farmscape Ecology Program
(FEP) collaborated on a project to document the
scenic areas most loved by the people of Columbia
County. At public events and through an interactive
online map, they collected locations, descriptions,
and photographs of places throughout the county.
In 2017 Hudsonia volunteers Jane and Jonathan
Meigs toured the county to find additional scenic
places. The Scenic Resources map (Figure 30)
includes the locations identified from both of those
efforts.
The Scenic Resources map shows only a small
sample of the scenic places in the county. Local
surveys can be conducted by municipalities to
identify all the other places valued by and accessible to the public.

120

Recreation Resources
Numerous sites for public outdoor recreation take
advantage of the county’s natural resources and
physical setting, and many are managed for both
conservation and recreation (Figure 31). As a patchwork of facilities, developed and operated by different types of organizations, both public and private,
these offer a wide array of opportunities for enjoying the outdoors. Not described here are the private
recreation sites owned and managed by sporting
clubs and other organizations for use by members.

Rail Trails
Railroads abandoned in the 20th century are being
converted to rail trails—paved and unpaved paths
for walking, biking, skiing, and other non-motorized
uses. The Harlem Valley Rail Trail, the Corkscrew
Rail Trail, and the Albany-Hudson Electric Trail are
in different stages of development. The planned
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail is part of the larger
Empire State Trail, a connected on- and off-road trail
system stretching from New York City to Canada
and from Albany to Buffalo. The Albany-Hudson
segment will connect the City of Rensselaer with
the City of Hudson, and in Columbia County will
pass through the villages and hamlets of Niverville, Valatie, Kinderhook, and Stottville. A planned
on-road section will traverse downtown Hudson
and continue south along Route 9G and other
local roads to the Kingston-Rhinecliff Bridge. The
Corkscrew Rail Trail is open for 2.5 miles in New
Lebanon and Stephentown (Rensselaer County).
Sixteen miles of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail have
been complete (paved) in several sections between
Wassaic (Dutchess County) and Hillsdale (Columbia
County), and there are plans to extend it through to
Chatham with the collaboration of willing landowners.

Hudson River School Art Trail
The Hudson River School Art Trail, now in development, is a three-mile-long historic theme trail that
is part of a larger trail system linking seven sites
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that inspired the work of 19th century artists such
as Thomas Cole, Frederic Church, Asher B. Durand,
Jasper Cropsey, and Sanford Gifford. Cedar Grove,
the Catskill home of Thomas Cole, and Olana, the
Greenport home of Frederic Church, will be prominent waypoints on the trail. More information about
the Art Trail is at http://www.americantrails.org/
nationalrecreationtrails/trailNRT/HudsonRiverArtNY.html.

Hudson River Greenway Water Trail
The Hudson River Greenway Water Trail is a National Water Trail for recreational paddlers, extending
from northern Saratoga County in the Adirondack
Park and northern Washington County at the head
of Lake Champlain to Battery Park in Manhattan.
Maps and other information for the Water Trail are at
http://hudsonrivergreenwaywatertrail.org/index.php.

Privately-owned Preserves
Several conservation organizations own and
manage land for public access. The Public Conservation Areas of the Columbia Land Conservancy,
the Lewis A. Swyer Preserve of The Nature Conservancy, the Keep Conservation Preserve of the Keep
Conservation Foundation, and the Rheinstrom Hill
Sanctuary of Audubon New York are examples.

New York State Forests
Columbia County has five New York State Forests:
Beebe Hill, Hand Hollow, Harvey Mountain, Livingston, and New Forge (Figure 31). These places
provide a range of recreation opportunities for
the public, including hiking, biking, cross-country
skiing, snowshoeing, horseback riding, primitive
camping, hunting, fishing, trapping, and snowmobiling. Some are managed by the state for timber, for
game, or for biological diversity. Information about
each state forest is available at https://www.dec.
ny.gov/lands/34531.html, including the particular
recreation opportunities at each site, along with
maps, rules, and needs for permits.

A walk in a Ghent forest. Peter Barr © 2018

New York State Wildlife Management
Areas
Columbia County has two Wildlife Management
Areas: Stockport and Doodletown. These are lands
managed especially for wildlife habitat and wildliferelated recreation.

New York State Parks
Four state parks occur partially or entirely within
Columbia County. A small part of Schodack Island
State Park extends into Columbia County, although
most is in Rensselaer and Greene counties. The park
has boat launches, campsites, playgrounds, wildlife
observation points, and trails for skiing, biking,
and hiking. The Hudson River Islands State Park
encompasses the islands of Gay’s Point and Stockport Middle Ground in the Town of Stockport. The
park is accessible only by boat, but has no docking
facilities, so motorized boats must be moored off
the island. It includes picnic areas, camping sites,
and foot trails. Parts of the park are on dredge spoil,
but have developed mature hardwood forests and
other interesting upland and wetland habitats. Lake
Taghkanic State Park in the towns of Gallatin and
Taghkanic includes a large lake with beaches for
swimming, picnic areas, hiking trails, boat launches, non-motorized boat rentals, tent and trailer
campsites, cabin and cottage lodging, playgrounds,
and other amenities. The park is also open for
fishing, hunting, and snowmobiling. Taconic State
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Public Fishing Access
Throughout New York State NYSDEC has purchased
easements from willing landowners at specific
locations along streams to allow public access for
fishing. In most cases these are ca. 33-ft-wide strips
along one or both banks of the stream. The land
remains in private ownership, and public access is
for fishing only, not for other uses. These Columbia County locations are shown on Figure 31 along
Kinderhook Creek in New Lebanon and Chatham,
along the Roeliff Jansen Kill in Copake and Gallatin,
and along Taghkanic Creek in Greenport.

Catch and release fishing, Ghent. Peter Barr © 2018

Park encompasses parts of the Taconic Mountains
in Copake and Ancram, and extends south into
Dutchess County. It offers trails for hiking, skiing,
and snowmobiling, a campground for tenting and
trailers, cabins, swimming in the historic Ore Pit
Pond, fishing in Bash Bish Brook, and views of the
spectacular Bash Bish Falls. Parts of the Harlem
Valley Rail Trail traverse both segments of the
park. More information about the parks, including
maps, is at https://parks.ny.gov/parks/park-results.
aspx?r=0&c=Columbia&src=2

Public Boating Access
Public boat launch sites along the Hudson River are
at Germantown (Cheviot Boat Ramp and Ernest R.
Lasher Memorial Park), Hudson (Hudson Waterfront
Park), Stockport (Stockport Landing), and Stuyvesant (Nutten Hook and Stuyvesant Riverview Park).
All are accessible for launching non-motorized
craft (e.g., canoes and kayaks), and all but Nutten
Hook are accessible for motorized craft. Public boat
launches are also at Lake Taghkanic, Kinderhook
Lake, Queechy Lake, and Copake Lake. Motorized
craft are allowed on Kinderhook Lake and Queechy
Lake only for lakeside property owners.
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Fishing is also permitted at public-access sites along
the Hudson River such as Lasher Memorial Park
in Germantown and the Hudson Waterfront Park,
and at Copake Lake, Kinderhook Lake, Queechy
Lake, and Lake Taghkanic. Fishing is also allowed
at state forests and by permit at some of the Columbia Land Conservancy Conservation Areas. Anglers
also take advantage of roadside and bridge access
to streams, as well as fishing on private lands with
landowner permission.

Municipal Parks
Many municipalities have small parks, usually in or
near hamlets and other population centers. Some
examples are the Hillsdale Hamlet Park (Hillsdale), Roeliff Jansen Park (Copake), Palatine Park
and Lasher Memorial Park (Germantown), Charles
Williams Park and Henry Hudson Waterfront Park
(Hudson), Crellin Park (Chatham), Lakeshore Park
(Philmont), and Shatford Park (New Lebanon).
Walking trails, picnic areas, ballfields, swimming
areas, public event spaces, and community gardens
are some of the amenities provided by these parks.
There are no county parks at present.
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Figure 30. Some of the scenic resources in Columbia County, New York. Columbia County Natural Resources
Inventory, 2018.
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