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Over the course of the last year, CLC staff and 
trustees have identified five goals to pursue over the 
next five years in order to face the myriad challenges 
facing Columbia County like climate change, invasive 
species, development pressure, and loss of farmland. 

These goals build on CLC’s existing strengths and 
chart a new path toward more relevant work, all 
guided by one idea: to inspire our community 
to more deeply connect with, care about, and 
protect the natural world. 

[Strengthen] the organization to ensure a sustainable future.

What will this look like?  

	 Conducting a diversity, equity, and inclusion assessment.
 CLC will work with a professional to develop a plan to strengthen these   
 aspects of our work.

	 Refining our communications strategy.
 Better connecting with our community through media and marketing.

	 Applying for reaccreditation from the Land Trust  
 Accreditation Commission.
 Ensuring CLC’s commitment to sound work and wise use of finances.



The Columbia Land Conservancy 
works with our community to protect the farmland, 

forests, wildlife habitat, and rural character of 
Columbia County, strengthening connections between 

people and the land.

GOALS
  
Strengthen CLC to  
ensure a sustainable future

Serve more members  
of our community

Balance recreation with  
ecological management  
at Public Conservation Areas

Protect important habitats,  
waters, and farmland

Work with municipalities to  
conserve important resources



[Serve] a broader cross-section of our community.

What will this look like?  

	 Expanding relationships with local schools.
 Using CLC’s Public Conservation Areas as outdoor
 classrooms where students can collect important
 scientific data and adopt their local landscapes.

	 Collaborating with community partners.
 Working with libraries, arts institutions, after-school   
 groups, and partners to create new public     
 programs to connect people to the land in new ways.

	 Exploring new ways to engage community.
 Pursuing partnerships with organizations serving   
 groups that have traditionally been under-represented   
 in the environmental movement.

How can I get involved?

	 Volunteer
 CLC is actively recruiting individuals to help with  
 educational programs.

	 Attend a program
 CLC’s website will be updated to include a list of  
 programs you can request.

	 Get in touch
 If you have an idea for a 

program or partnership, let 
us know! 

Contact Heidi Bock at 
518.392.5252, ext. 207 or  
heidi.bock@clctrust.org for 
more information.



[Manage] CLC’s lands to 
balance providing public access to nature, open 
space, and recreation with maintaining and 
improving ecological health.

What will this look like?  

	 Improving signage and amenities.
 Installing wayfinding signage and including    
 accessibility information in brochures and kiosks.

	 Crafting science-based management plans.
 Identifying challenges and opportunities for each  
 site regarding natural resources, recreation, and
 climate change. 

	 Collaborating with regional partners.
 Collecting and sharing data about climate change,
 habitat restoration techniques, and land management   
 practices.

	 Providing more volunteer opportunities.
 Expanding programming to offer trainings in trail   
 building and citizen science in addition to creating more  
 workdays to remove invasive species and     
 improve habitats at Public Conservation Areas. 

How can I get involved?

	 Volunteer
 The land needs your help! CLC maintains a list of   
 volunteer opportunities on our website, and also offers  
 special volunteer days for your business or     
 organization. Contact John Horton at 
 john.horton@clctrust.org to learn more.

	Share Your Experience
 Is there a Public Conservation Area where you always   
 get lost? Do you have a special name for a trail 
 that you’d love to see us use? Let us know - email  
 info@clctrust.org. 



[Protect] the long-term health and vitality of 
Columbia County’s ecologically important natural lands, 
waters, wildlife habitats, farmland, and forests.

What will this look like?  

	 Strategically conserving land.
 CLC will update our Strategic Conservation Plan and   
 identify the best strategies for land conservation.

	 Ensuring farmland remains intact.
 Supporting farmers’ ability to protect their land and   
 pass it on to future generations.  

	 Catalyzing regional conservation.
 Coordinating the Berkshire-Taconic Regional
 Conservation Partnership to pursue conservation of the  
 Mid-Hudson Wildlife Corridor.

	 Supporting conservation-minded landowners.
 Providing landowners and managers with the
 information and guidance they need to steward their   
 land and its resources in the face of climate change.

How can I get involved?

	 Attend a workshop
 CLC’s Landowner Engagement and Resource    
 Network (LEARN) program will host some workshops  
 throughout the year focusing on topics like forest    
 management and controlling invasive species. 

	 Contact us
 Whether you’re a farmer looking for land to rent, a
 landowner who wants to keep land farmed, or a
 homeowner with a land management question, CLC 
 can help you or connect you to someone who can.
 Contact Marissa Codey with farm questions at
 518.392.5252, ext. 211, or marissa.codey@clctrust.org.   
 Contact Beth Mills for all other landowner support at
 518.392.5252 ext. 201 or beth.mills@clctrust.org.



Does your organization 
or municipality want 
to learn more about      
the resources that make  
Columbia County so special?     
Contact Christine Vanderlan   
at 518.392.5252, ext. 208 or  
christine.vanderlan@clctrust.org.

[Encourage] and support municipalities to 
conserve important resources and enhance community  
resiliency to climate change through land use policies and decision-
making.

What will this look like?  

	 Promoting the Natural Resources Inventory (NRI).
 Partnering with the Environmental Management    
 Council to offer new workshops about using the NRI.

	 Convening Conservation Advisory Councils (CACs).
 Serving as a gathering place for municipal CACs and    
 those interested in furthering conservation-minded 
 land use in their communities.

	 Supporting municipal partners.
 Developing and piloting a new conservation design land   
 use training workshop for municipal officials.

How can I get involved?

	 Learn what your CAC is doing
 If your town has a CAC, find out what projects they
 are engaged in. CAC volunteers may gather  information,
 develop guidance or recommendations, and/or assist with   
 review of development projects.

		Host an NRI presentation
      



Land Stewards 
 
are monthly donors who make it possible to conserve 
Columbia County through every season.

Monthly gifts are an easy way to budget your giving, 
and provide CLC with regular financial support.

To become a Land Steward, visit clctrust.org or 
contact Craig Westcott, Director of Philanthropy, at 
518.392.5252, ext. 222, or craig.westcott@clctrust.org.

Thank you for considering CLC in your giving!

Hike Five made 
our whole year! 
- Stanley & Laura Carr

Dozens of explorers hit the trails to Hike Five at 
CLC’s Public Conservation Areas in 2019, so we’re 
bringing the program back for 2020!

Document your hike at five Public Conservation 
Areas and you’ll receive a patch of your favorite 
mascot and your choice of a Northern or Southern 
Columbia County Outdoors Guide. Hike all ten  
(like Stanley and Laura), and you’ll earn both 
Outdoors Guides and a stylish CLC hat.

Visit clctrust.org/hikefive to learn more  
and sign up!  


