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InspIratIon and ConservatIon.
All over Columbia County, spring is bursting 
forth. Trees are budding, animals are 
emerging from hibernation, and seeds that 
we planted last fall are emerging. Spring is 
a season of growth and abundance - a perfect 
time to celebrate Peter Paden and to ensure 
that the seeds of his legacy continue to bear 
fruit long into the future.

In honor of Peter’s commitment to 
conservation, our community has come 
together to create the Paden Legacy Fund 
for Advancing Conservation and Education 
(PLACE). The PLACE Fund will make it 
possible to pursue three initiatives: caring 
for land through service and stewardship, 
connecting next-generation leaders to 
conservation careers, and protecting the 
places we love. I hope you will join me in 
celebrating Peter’s legacy by making a gift, 
volunteering, walking the trails, and sharing 
your story of connecting to the land.

Caring for land through service 
and stewardship
Peter believes that two activities - mobilizing 
a community of volunteers and creating a 
network of conservation-minded landowners - 
are essential if we are to ensure the health  
of the incredible ecological resources of
Columbia County in the face of threats like 
climate change, invasive species, and  
habitat fragmentation. 

Connecting next-generation leaders
to conservation careers
Peter’s leadership redefined CLC’s education 
program. PLACE provides new scholarship 
and paid internship opportunities to Columbia 
County youth, and increases funding for 
programs and partnerships that will increase 
CLC’s ability to serve new and more  
diverse audiences.

Protecting the places we love
Many of our beloved Public Conservation 
Areas opened during Peter’s tenure. PLACE 
challenges CLC to go further to ensure that 
land is not only open, but also accessible and 
inviting to people of all backgrounds,
identities, and abilities. 

Peter’s leadership transformed what we think 
about conservation in Columbia County. The 
PLACE Fund makes it possible to transform 
who is part of conservation activities, and 
how we work together to achieve our goals.

Let’s get to work caring for the land together, 
and growing a future that supports all of us.

Thank you for your support. Stay well.

Troy Weldy
President 

Columbia Land Conservancy
49 Main Street
Chatham, NY 12037
518.392.5252
clctrust.org
info@clctrust.org

Follow CLC (@clctrust) on social media:
Facebook, Instagram, Spotify, TikTok, and YouTube.



a plaCe for everyone  
We all have a role to play creating a future where a thriving community  
of youth, volunteers, landowners, and citizens shares a commitment to  
ensuring the continued health of the land we love. 

Become a volunteer - and recruit a friend! 
Peter’s tenure at CLC - first as a member of the Board and 
then Executive Director - spanned 32 years. Let’s 
celebrate his legacy by registering 64 new volunteers - one 
volunteer and a friend for each year!  
Visit clctrust.org/volunteerforpeter to sign up. 

Visit Public Conservation Areas
Log some Miles for Peter and visit each of the Public 
Conservation Areas! Participants are eligible for special
Peter-themed treats from local businesses.
Visit clctrust.org/milesforpeter to get started.

Share a story
One of the best ways to protect the land you love is to  
share your love for it. Let CLC know what this special 
place, and Peter’s work to protect it, means to you. 
Visit clctrust.org/storiesforpeter to share today,  
or include a note on the envelope in  
this newsletter.
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Honoring
Peter Paden
This year, we’re paying tribute to former Executive Director  
Peter Paden, a true force of nature. 

Visit clctrust.org/place to make a gift  
and learn more about other ways to get involved.


