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Caring for Land, TogeTher.
One word has been top of mind for me lately: 
togetherness. As the restrictions on gathering 
lift, I find myself filled with excitement at the 
thought of seeing friends and family members. 
Isolation has been so difficult. Our brains are 
wired to build community, to work together.

Conservation is no different. If we are to 
make a difference for this land we love, it 
will take all of us, working together. It will 
involve learning about others’ perspectives, 
understanding and valuing difference, and 
un-learning traditional ideas about what 
constitutes “good” conservation. 

One of those traditional ideas is that we 
need to have all the answers about how a 
project should proceed, and that scientists 
and land managers hold all of those answers. 
We don’t have all of the answers, but we’re 
working together to find them. CLC and a 
volunteer committee from Hillsdale, Copake, 
Taghkanic, and Claverack are working to 
create a Connectivity Plan through a series 
of facilitated meetings. The Plan, which 
focuses on the lands that drain into the 
Taghkanic Creek, will identify ways to keep 
large forests “connected” - free of barriers like 
roads and residential development. CLC will 
use the plan to work with communities and 
landowners interested in caring for the land 
and water. To learn more about this project 
and join the mailing list to stay informed, visit 
clctrust.org/taghkanic.

Another of those outdated ideas is that every 
organization stands alone, competing with 
peers for limited resources. A partnership 
led by the Rensselaer Plateau Alliance 
and including CLC, the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology, the Highstead 
Foundation, the Housatonic Valley 
Association, and others has been awarded 
a $6.2 million Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program grant from the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. 

This grant will make it possible to work with 
people interested in improving their land 
and protecting it from future development 
that would threaten wildlife habitat and 
water quality. The partnership is focused on 
the Mid-Hudson Wildlife Corridor, a large, 
unbroken forest that stretches from the mid-
Atlantic states to southern New England. This 
forest corridor that spans Columbia County is 
of global importance and each of us has a role 
in protecting it.

When we work together, the opportunity to 
make real and lasting change is enormous. 
Let’s rise to meet it. 

Troy Weldy
President 

Columbia Land Conservancy
49 Main Street
Chatham, NY 12037
518.392.5252
clctrust.org
info@clctrust.org

Follow CLC (@clctrust) on social media:
Facebook, Instagram, Spotify, TikTok, and YouTube.



Make Your iMpaCT 
Whether you’re managing a one-acre yard or a hundred-acre forest, the actions you 
take at home can ripple far beyond your front door.

Be a friend to fish
Everything we do on land

is connected to water quality. 
Visit clctrust.org/water to 

learn more about how you can 
care for the water resources on 

your land.

Plant for pollinators
Even a single container filled with  
milkweed can be important for a 

hungry butterfly.  
Visit clctrust.org/wildlife for 

tips to help butterflies
and other species. 

Get rid of invasive weeds
Invasive species threaten the 
health of our forests - learn 
more about common weeds 
and how to remove them at 

clctrust.org/speciesmgmt

Make a plan
Take note of the resources 

around you! Is there plenty of 
sun? A water source? A forest? 

Knowledge is power!
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Make a lasting gift.
In the same way that conservation in Columbia County makes an  
impact far beyond the county line, a legacy gift through a will, bequest,  
or other vehicle creates change that lasts. 

Visit clctrust.org/plannedgiving to learn more about the 
options available to you .


