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HOPS AND A LITTLE CREATIVITY 
 

I love taking an evening walk through the hop field with my two labs 
while inspecting the daily growth of the plants. When the hops get 
fifteen to twenty feet tall it is like walking under a cathedral of green.

Ed Hoe

Ed Hoe already had visions of how his 
property might be used for agriculture 
when he purchased land in Columbia 
County in 1995 from a neighbor 
who first conveyed a conservation 
easement to the Columbia Land 
Conservancy.  Since then, the portion 
of Ed’s land that was formerly used 
as a horse breeding farm was kept in 
good shape for agriculture, as were 
two barns and some fencing.

Ed maintained an interest in working 
the land himself but knew his plans 
to farm might have to wait until after 
his retirement. Rather than sitting on 
the agricultural resources he had at 
his fingertips, he started searching for 
farmers who could take advantage of 
his unique property.  

To search for a farmer, he joined the 
Match Program in 2014. He spoke 
with several prospective farmers 
before finding two young farmers 
interested in growing hops. Their 
plans were to complete a small initial 
planting with the goal of scaling up 
and expanding the operation in order 
to sell directly to local breweries.
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Lessons Learned
Learning more about farming can help landowners understand what various farming 
operations will look like on their land, helping them know what to expect and how to be 
supportive.

Creative solutions based on good communication of challenges can have mutual benefits for 
all parties.

After some initial meetings, Ed and the farmers determined that they might be a good 
fit. However, before signing a lease, Ed did his due diligence by learning as much as 
he could about how hops are grown and processed, and how hop production would 
impact his land. Ed credits the farmers with being forthcoming and open about the 
details of their operation. He believes that this honesty has helped sustain a positive 
relationship and recommends that anyone looking to enter a leasing relationship 
(farmers or landowners) should try to have honest conversations, sparing none of the 
less desirable details of their plans before signing a lease.  

The Columbia Land Conservancy was able to support Ed throughout this process, 
providing him with boilerplate lease templates and connections to other farmland 
leasing resources.  

Even though Ed’s property was generally suitable for hops growing, some additional 
improvements have been made to enable the farmers to start their operation. Each 
year hops grow on long vines that must be supported by trellises made of tall poles 
and connected by high wires. With Ed’s approval the farmers built the infrastructure 
they needed to plant their crop, and then turned their attention to finding a consistent 
source of water.  Working in consultation with Ed, they installed a rainwater 
collection system on the roof of a barn. 

This system has provided the farmers with enough water to support their operation 
and has increased the viability of Eds’ property for future agricultural use by 
establishing a consistent source of water on the property. Ed has also offered the use 
of his tractor for mowing, and occasionally helps by clearing the vegetation between 
rows of hops. 

By offering an opportunity to beginning farmers, Ed has learned more about his own 
land, and has become more engaged in the local agricultural community of Columbia 
County. His strong commitment to finding a farmer provided him with a unique and 
rewarding experience that he hopes can be replicated by farmers and landowners 
participating in the Match Program.


