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What is being proposed? 
• A serpentine boardwalk circling the pond 

that will allow visitors to access the water 
safely without disturbing the ecosystem

• Plantings that support wildlife habitat  
and provide shade for visitors

• Pathways that are welcoming to all 
regardless of ability and supportive of 
different levels of stamina

• Additional fishing structures and piers 
that will increase access to the pond

• Rock block stepping stones into the water 
with water level markers showcasing the 
impact of climate change on our water 
ecosystems

• New picnic areas, play equipment for 
children and families, and rest spaces 
along the walkways

• Educational signage highlighting the  
site’s special features

I can’t wait to share this draft plan with 
you, and hope to see you October 6. If you’re 
unable to attend but have feedback to share, 
you can reach me at Troy.Weldy@clctrust.org 
or 518.392.5252, ext. 209.

Let’s build something great.

Troy Weldy
President 

I almost took a dip at Ooms Conservation 
Area recently. I was on a field visit with 
Public Conservation Area staff assessing the 
condition of the boardwalk along Sutherland 
Pond. It was a beautiful day - sun shining, 
bobolinks burbling away, fish seemingly 
jumping up to bite. Then my foot went 
through a rotten board and into the swamp. 

Though I was initially surprised by my 
plunge, the mud coating my boots smelled 
like opportunity. CLC received a $100,000 
grant from the Land Trust Alliance’s 
Conservation Partnership Program to 
replace the boardwalk with a more durable, 
accessible structure. But as I stood ankle-
deep in wetland, truly connecting with 
Sutherland Pond, staff shared their vision 
for going further. 

This boardwalk is now the centerpiece of a 
master plan at Ooms designed to make one of 
the most popular Public Conservation Areas 
friendlier, more accessible, and more fun. 
This plan was drafted by CLC staff, trustees, 
and community volunteers in collaboration 
with Dirtworks Landscape Architecture. 
The committee considered several questions 
during planning - how can habitat for 
wildlife be improved? How can the site be 
more inviting? What will keep people coming 
back to visit year after year? 

step by step

Columbia Land Conservancy
49 Main Street
Chatham, NY 12037
518.392.5252
clctrust.org
info@clctrust.org

Follow CLC (@CLCTrust) on social media:
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, Spotify, and YouTube.



how you can help

weigh in on the plan
Come to Ooms Conservation Area,  
480 Rock City Road in Chatham  

October 6 from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
to learn more and share your thoughts! 

Register using the QR code or at  
clctrust.org/oomsplan. 

make a gift
Turning this vision into a reality will require 

strong community support. If you’re interested 
in particular aspects of the project, please  

be in touch with Craig Westcott at  
Craig.Westcott@clctrust.org or  

518.392.5252, ext. 222. 

The first 50 donors who contribute $100 or 
more will receive a custom tote bag.

Visit clctrust.org/stepbystep to 
make your gift today!



Address information
Line One
Line Two
Line Three

Let’s build something.
Your gift to the Ooms Step by Step initiative will help make one
of Columbia County’s best-loved places friendlier to visitors, 
better for wildlife, and more accessible for everyone.

Visit clctrust.org/stepbystep to make your gift today.



A vision for Ooms
What will we build together?

TRAIL ENHANCEMENTS 
gentler grades, habitat 

improvements, and  
increased seating

RECREATION
places for play and joy

AMPHITHEATER SEATING
for programs and  

wildlife observation

AGRICULTURE
restorative grazing

and beekeeping

MOON CIRCLE
seating for play, rest,

and enjoying the night sky

POND ACCESS
for fishing and kayaking

INCREASED SEATING
places for picnics and socializing

EXPANDED BOARDWALK
an accessible trail around the 

perimeter of the pond
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